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RELIGION, 


_ Greatly ſubſervient to 


23 
"7 


CONTAINING: 


Motives for repealing the Teſt, or Act to prevent 
the Dangers which may happen from Popiſh 
| Recuſants, and for reſtoring the whole Chriſtian 
. Inſtitution to its priſtine Purity. 


2 Dato which is added, h 1 28 
| A Friendly Epiſtle to the Biſhops and Miniſters of the 


Church of England, for plain Truth and ſound Peace 


* 


. with Proteſtant Diſſenters, and for uniting them to her 


in one Chriſtian Communion. 


1 * * 


—_— — — 2 
SC 1 * 0 
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Fring ye all the tithes into the flore-houſe, that there may be meat 
in mine houſe, and prove me now herewith, ſaith the Lerd of 


Fon out a . that there ſhall not be room enough to necei un 


not deftroy the fruit of your ground; neither ſhall your wine caff 
her $5 1 8 25 475 5 field, Jaith the Lord of Haft, And 
all nations ſhall call you bleſſed: for ye ſpall be a aclightſome_ 
land, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. ; 111 
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NATIONAL PROSPERITY, 


Hoſts, if I will not open you the <vindows of heaven, and pour 
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MN oſt Serene Auguſt Potentate, : 
GEORGE the. THIRD, 


By the grace of God, ikea of Great Britain, 
France and Ireland; of the continent 
of North America, and all other the 
Britiſh territories, iſlands, and fortreſſes in 

* * Africa and America. 


Mo 121 Gracious Sovereign, 


HROUGH the goodneſs of Almighty God to 

theſe your happy kingdoms, and to Europe 

in general, you, Great Sir, have moſt worthily ſuc- 

ceeded to the exalted hopours of Your late Royal 
Grandfather, | 

He entered into the late war, ſo glorious for this 

nation, not from motives of ambition, but for re- 


covering and ſecuring to his ſubjects their invaded 


oſſeſſions and priyileges, the undoubted rights of 
bor crown and dignity, from the ſpoil and ravage, of 
a perfidious encroaching enemy. 

It was purely a war of ſelf-defence, the only j juſti- 
fiable reaſon for that vaſt expence of blood * trea- 
ſure which attended it. And as ſuch, it was ap- 

roved and ſeconded by Divine Providence, which 
inſpired the leaders and commanders of the Britiſh 


forces both by ſea and land, and all under them, 
| with ſpirit, wiſdom, and fortitude, enabling them 


to E all difficulties, and with the moſt re- 
DIE SS A2 N . markable 
Wi fo an ws The „ 9. ; N 
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markable and unparalicled ſucceſs, in every quarter 
of the globe, to execute the various operations, 
which the councils of your illuſtrious Grandfather 
and your Majeſty ſo wiſely planned, for humblin 
the pride and retrenching the power of a reſtleſs 
inveterate _— and his allies. 

"Theſe great and ends being happily attained, 
your Majeſty $ moderation and Contpaltioitata regard 
for mankind, even in the height of victory, gave ear to 
the deſifes' of u Foe, reduced do the neceffity of ſut· 
ing for ee. which your Majeſty's wiſdom and 
firm geeks ba ye, hy the 8 Wr. honourably 

ed on a lid baſis; of which 


zenerations win it is hoped, feer rea 
— 6s > pe urely P 


E 


Theſe _ events, and thoſe which regard your 
Majeſty's hieh ally, the truly heroic and 2 
mous Kin of Pruſſia, wha, with unequalled firm. 
ne che tridft 85 8 Wichiſteod 
he! r of D enn y P6w enemies, combitted 

rote for Ius utter Tuih : the ſafcty allo of lis 

— 4 vochithltanding he treacherous de- 

$ life, and his being enabled ut laſt 

2 bat pres 8 1 done Unto Himſelf the whole ef his 

; edt vt rf ins, at the ex ence of his haugh- 
and 'erita 7d foe; "are rematkable . matiifeſtatidiis 
he DIVitic Being Topermterids and over-tules 
nfactions And d 11555 'of mankind. 

* Majeſty having under God giver peace *d 
the world, there Temalus but otic ching tore 5 
able, lch can add to your honour b 
Tranknle our fanie and character in full li : to 7 
AHAteſt 5G rity ; ank that"is, to effet an ion 
Hatrndny among al ur 1ubjedts i in the greateſt ' 


A breffiig 'S open why tiamiely, in the ſincere pub- 


nd Practice of tric religion, piety ard 
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one from another for the public worſhip of God, 
and fo putting an happy end to religious debate and 
contention. - I | (4-4 
Defender of the Faith is the diſtinguiſhed title of 
Britiſh kings, and ſpeaks their duty and their atten- 
Lion to the ſacred cauſe of religion. And as the 
time of profound peace is moſt ſuitable for ſo good 
a work, attempts for reſtoring-the purity and truth 
of the chriſtian inſtitution by a reformation of what 
has been formerly overlooked, and thereby eſtabliſh- 
ing the peace of our chriſtian church in the truth, 
arè now malt tikely to be effectual, as rigid ſtiffneſs 
is much worn off from the minds of men, and more 


generous ſentiments prevaſll. 


* 
o 


That ſome things in our eſtabliſhed church ſhould 


de reformed, few miniſters will deny. And there are 


who think that if the two poſitive inſtitutions of our 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour were reſtored to the exact 
order and manner in which he himſelf received the 
one, and admimſtered the other; and no human ar- 
tides of faith impoſed ; the great occaſions of ſepa- 
ration would be removed. For who could then diſ- 


- Tent from the eſtabliſhed religion of their country? 


This Addreſs, with the following pages on that 
which is the moſt important of all ſubjects, Religious 
reformation, are, with the greateft humility, ſubmit- 
ted to your Majeſty's wiſdom and zeal for the honour 
of God, and the good of mankind; as nothing leſs 
than your Majeſty's royal countenance and favour 
can make them uſeful to the end propoſed, the eſta- 
bliſhing ſuch a reformation in religion as no truly 


viſe and good man could juſtly diſſent from. May 
- 4 your Majeſty happily effect this, and thereby ſecure 


to yourſelf the great pleaſure, honour, and glory, of 
this high, this Toperlative character of the ancient 
patriarch, The friend of God and true religion 

Nor oan ydur Majeſty do too much for the cauſe 
of that God, whoſe "ſpecial favour has raiſed you - 


r 
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(vi) 
fill the throne. of the Britiſh empire in early life, 


ſurrounded you with, honour and glory; has be- 


ſtowed upon you a Princeſs, whoſe diſtinguiſhed 
virtues merit the higheſt regards; a Princeſs every 


way qualified to alleviate the cares of government, 


and compleat your domeſtic happineſs with every 
ſocial joy; and by whom God has alſo given your 
Majeſty an amiable Prince, the moſt deſirable pledge 
of laſting happineſs, to all your, envied ſubjects. 

That God may preſerve his valuable life, that eve- 
ry princely grace and virtue may repleniſh his mind, 

that he may be every way formed for government 
after the pattern of his Royal Father, equal to the 
high and moſt exalted dignities to which he is born; 
and that when your Majeſty ſhall late, and may it 
be very late ere you exchange your temporal for an 
immortal crown, he may then ſucceed to your throne, 
diſplay the ſame princely virtues, and reign with 
equal honour and glory; and that theſe your hap- 


by kingdoms may be always governed by a ſucceſ- 


ceſſion of ſuch moſt deſirable kings, deſcended from 
your, Majeſty by him, till time ſhall be no more, is, 
moſt gracious ee. the lar aud Jervens 
8 Ny: | 
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_ Moſt Gracious Sovereign, | 


N LMIGHTY GOD, the great, all-wiſe parent and 
A ruler of the univerſe, whoſe unerring providence 
uperintends the commotions which are in the world, fre- 
- quently makes the pernicious and. moſt crafty deſigns of 
wicked men, ſubſervient to his own glory, and- the laſting 
benefit of thoſe they were deſigned to injure : and ſome- 
times he ſo wiſely. over-rules things, that the intended miſ- 
chief falls upon the guilty heads of its contrivers: which 
truth, bleſſed be God, your Majeſty, with your moſt faith- 
ful and loyal ſubjects, has in a particular manner happily 
experienced, through the agency of the magnanimous 
Duke of Cumberland. In this we have the higheſt reaſon 
to rejoice in God; and to praiſe him alſo for another ſingu- 
lar inſtance of his goodneſs and favour to us, in defeating 
the deſigns of our enemies upon your Majeſty's poſſeſſions 
in America, by. the power of his own arm alone ; without 
riſque or damage to that naval force, which your Majeſty's 
paternal care had fant d i i 
They who have carefully conſidered the affairs of Europe, 
but for a few years paſt, muſt diſcern and confeſs, that al- 
mighty God is no unconcerned ſpectator of the various 
changes, and mighty events which, have happened. One 
evident proof of this, is that ſurpriſing alteration, which 
appears in the ſtate of the auguſt houſe of Auſtria; ſince the 
queen of Hungary, in very diſtreſſed circumſtances, ſur- 
rounded, and her countries over-run by powerful enemies 
combined together for the ruin of het family, has neverthe- 


— 


leſs by the bleſſing of God, and your Majeſty's aid, driven 


them out of her own dominions both in Germany and Italy; 


and ſhe is now able, with your Majeſty's aſſiſtance, to diſ- 


pute her rights with the common enemy upon his own 
: | | bor- 
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bender. So that there is reaſon ta hope, by the bleffing 
of God upon the united force of the Allies, that France 
will ere long receive a total overthrow, the reward due to 
her perfidy, and never more be able to invade the rights, 


or to diſturb the peace of her neighbours, for which her 


wealth, policy and ſtrength have ſor many ages been em- 
ploy ed. God grant that her forces may every where meet 
With ſuch ſignal defeat, as that which her wicked and re- 
dellious emiſſaries in Scotland met with from your Majeſty's 
arms, led on to victory by his royal highneſs the moſt il- 
luſtrious and heroic prince, the Duke of Cumberland; by 
which the peace of your kingdoms,. the perſons and proper- 
ties of your ſubjects are, we hope, effectually ſecured from 
all future diſturbances and invaſions. And with reſpect to 
this glorious event, the words ot the prophet Daniel, ma 

in ſome meaſure be applied to Franca, Dan. xi. 18, 19. 
After this ſhall he turn his face to the ies, . . . but-a prince 
74 his own behalf ſhall cauſe the reproach offtred by bim, to 
ceaſe; without his own reproach he ſhall . jt to turn upon 
bim. Then fhall he turn his face towards the fort of bis own 


land: but he ſhall ſlumble and fall; and not be found, Which 


for the public ſafety, it is hoped, will be the fate of that 
monarchy before the end of the preſeat war. pla 
Ide fcriptures aſſure us, that earthly power, when op- 
poſed to the ſpread of truth, muſt be ſubdued and put 


Von; which conſideration makes it well worth the care of 


the greateſt monarchs to enquire, how their power is em- 
ployed; whether in promoting, or in retarding the y_ 
greſs of that moſt ſacred and important -caufe, the caufe of 
true religion. Under which every chriſtian js from the na- 
ture of his character and profeſſion obliged to include what : 
ever belongs to the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, his poſitive 
inſtitutions not excepted, they being as much laws of the 
Meffiah as any other; nor can any thing be judged a trifle, 
which has the ſanction of his authority, And if God, by 
the ſpirit of prophecy, has ſo many paſt pointed out 
ſomething correſpondent with the preſent times, and with 
the occurrences of your Majeſty's reign in particular, does 
it not thence follow, that ſome ſpecial regard is due to his 
holy word, and to that particular mode of worſhip, which 
by the chriſtian inftitution he has authoriſed, and by his on- 
ly-begotten Son commanded to be preached among all na- 
tions lor the obedience of faith? Matt. xxiii, 18, 19. Paget 
1% r N Rn 11 Nit 123 


' And as the new Teſtament is the only rule of chriſtian 
worſhip, it ought carefully to be attended to, and every 
reformation-regulated by it, That there has been a general 
defection from the purity of the chriſtian religion is unde- 
niable: and whether the reformation in our own land was 
carried, as far from the errors and encroachments of popiſh 
ſuperſtition, as it ought to have been, is worthy. our in- 
guiry. That all the dejects thereof, which have ſince, or 
may hereafter be diſcovered, ſhould be amended, and ſet- 
tled by the original rule of chriſtian practice, is ſurely 
what no conſiſtent proteitant can diſpute. Nor can the 
reformation of religion by that rule, contained in the new 
Teſtament, be attended with any ill conſequence to the 
eſtabliſhed government, or the public peace; being entirel 
agreeable to, and recommended by the articles of the huh | 
of England, It may therefore, under your Majeſty's au- 
ſpicious influence, be: ſafely attempted ; though, without 
ſuch influence, it is not likely to make any great progreſs. . 
We find that kings, under God, have generally been 
the chief agents, not only for the peaceable eſtabliſhment of 
13 religion in a nation, but alſo for the revival and re- 
ſtoration of it after much decay and innovation. For this 
the names of Aſa and Jehoſaphat are recorded with much 
banour; but thoſe of Hezekiah and Joſiah, with far more 
praiſe and glory, becauſe the reformations under them were 
in a good degree perfected. They therefore are patterns 
worthy to be imitated by all devout and religious princes. 
And as the care of religion in princes doubles the beams of 
majeſty, and adds a fuperior luftre to all their heroic and 
| benevolent actions; ſo if your Majeſty, in your great wiſ- 
dom, would be pleaſed to recommend a careful review of 
the articles and liturgy of the church of England, to all the 
biſhops and clergy in your dominions, together with free 
debate and friendly conſultation between them, and, ſome 
of the leading miniſters amongſt thoſe proteſtants, who dif- 
ſent from her communion, as the moſt likely means to diſ- 
cover and find out every important truth, that ſo tho'e 
things in the public worſhip, which ſhall not appear plainly 
warranted by the word of God, og.” be laid aſide; and 
that whatever is directed in the new Teſtament which has 
been, neglected or overlooked, may be reſtored, it will add 
to the glorious titles which your Majeſty has juſtly merited, 
this high, this ſuperlative one, The friend of God and true 
8 wh B religion, 
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religion, a title far more excellent than that of the el 
cbnquerot, and worthy to be aſpired after by the wiſeſt an 
rr l 1 
And as reformation in all ages has flouriſhed chiefly by 
the favour and countenance of kings, it was moſt fitting, 
that this tract, with the following epiſtle for promoting re- 
formation in religion, which has ſo great a tendency to ad- 

vance the proſperity of your kingdoms, to procure preſent 
felicity and eternal happinefs to your ſubjects, ſhould in all 
humility be laid at your Majeſty's feet; becauſe it muſt be 
from your. goodneſs and favour alone, if ever they become 
uſeful to that end. And this the author was emboldened to 


by a ſueceſſion af ſuch moſt deſirable kings, deſcended from 
your Majeſty —_ beloved Prince of Wales. 


Duke may gather freſh layrels to your crown by every ac- 
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tion in the cauſe of truth and liberty ; that your Majeſty 
may long live, feared by your enemies, revered by your 
friends, and beloved by all your ſubjects; and as death "is 
the inevitable event of human life, ſo when after a long and 
proſperous reign, it ſhall pleaſe God to remove you hence, 
that the cares and glories of your temporal crown and throne, 
may be exchanged for a happineſs and glory as far beyond 
the reach of ſpeech or thought, as eternity tranſcends this 
mortal life, is, moſt gracious Soyerign, the ſincere and fer- 
vent prayer of, . : 


fs Vur Majeſty's 


2 Lek 


ft Dutiful, and 
moſh faithful | 4$ 


1 [= 0 Subject and Servant, 


N PO Wen bs a 
Auguſt 1, 1746. 5 


TRE AUTHOR 


* : 4 * 
; B 3 
* 


— 


i , * mans 
— ah. — 


„ 


* 
1 
' 4 . 4 . 1 q ; - 3 wth + 
. N ö — * * 

ny » N o 5 ee 

ö | 

* * z * LY 1 . E 1 
= , . 4 a , ; ; 4 
| a N - , * 3 
N * 0 - 72 oy 
4 p E g : x a 
. - + +. wx P 7 5 
D » £ b. . . es. A 


£ 
* 


. 
— 


the late unnatural rebellion | but not quite compleated 


: T H E pages herewith pdbliſped, were written during 


and prepared for the preſs, before the gloricus defedt 
of the rebels 1 the 55 Ale, by his royal hig bneſs 
the Duke of Cumberland, April 16, 1746. When for cer- 
tain reaſons they were laid aſide. Though indeed reformation 
is a ſubjet? that every adminiſtration, and all cal ma- 
giſtrates ſhould pay ſome regard unto at all times; but it is 
the indiſpenſible duty of our biſhops and the reſt of our 
clergy, by their ſacred charatter, the nature of the chriſtian 
profeſſion, and the truſt repoſed in them, 10 fa how that, 
together with the union 7 all chriſtians in theſe nations may 
beft be promoted upon the goſpel plan. And as theſe ſubjects 
are moſt likely to attract the attention of all ranks and de- 
grees of men at ſuch a time as this; when we have been 
threatened by France with an invaſion here in England, de- 
; figned 4 poſſible to intimidate us and draw our fleets from 
before her ports, that ſhe may flip away powerful ſuccours 
for the preſervation ef Louiſbourg and Canada, the principal 
% her concerns at preſent : Though in all probability ſhe will 
ſoon involve us in à dangerous war upon the continent 0 
Europe, of which none can tell the iſſue, nor when it will end. 
On theſe conſiderations, the author now thinks it a fit 
time to publiſh what he had written ſo long ago for the good 
of his country; hoping it will be received with candour by 
tze public, as well as other pieces have been on the ſume 
. fubjeft. And though he bas neither altered nor enlarged the ad- 
dreſs to his Maje/ty, in order therein to take notice of other 
later occurrences ; yet he thinks our preſent circumſtances in 
this moſt important criſis highly worthy the . ſerious attention 
of every Briton. The univerſal reſentment which we juſtly 
bear to the inſults given, and the attack” made upon our co- 
lonies in a time of profound peace; and in violation of the 
mot folemn treaties ; by a perfidious nation the common ene- 
my of Europe; together with that unparalleled unanmity 
which appears among us for vindicating the honour and-glo 
of our Sovereign; for aſſerting our rights, and for reco- 
doerinę and maintaining the pnſſeſſions of Great- Britain, are 
| | an 
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en happy indication of fucceſs in the approaching war; for 
union and concord always add flrength and vigour ta ſociety. 
Nevertheleſs it becomes us as rational creatures dependant 
upon Providence, but more eſpecially as chriſtians who believe 
divine revelation ; to commit our cauſe unto Ged, to bew 
with the moſt awful reverence and deep humility before the 
Majeſty of heaven for the pardon ef our abounding er 3 
and to implore his direction and bleſſing upon all our juſt and 
lawful undertakings againſt our enemies. This ſeems to hau 
been. intimated to us by our ſovereign, in his moſt gracious 
ſpeech at breaking up of the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, That 
he ſhould, in all events, rely on the juſtice of his cauſe, the 
_ effetual ſupport of his people, and the protection of the 
Divine Providence. And from thts religious diſpoſition, he has 
now by proclamation required all his ſubjects througbout his 
three kingdoms, to devote themſelves to Ged in the mail hum- 
ble and reverent manner, by folemn faſting and prayer; for 
obtaining theſe meſt deſirable bleſſings; and far averting 
thoſe judgments which our ſins deſerve, and mercifully pre- 
ſerving our land from that vaſt and dreadful ruin, with 
iꝛohich earthquakes in diverſe places have of late been at- 
tended. And as having been more frequent than in any for- 
mer age of the world, ſeems one of the ſigns fore-running 
eur Saviour's ſecond appearance , which God in mercy haſlen 
For Iſrael's ſake, and the Lelievers jay. WEE 5 
| God bas often fruſtrated the derp- laid deſigns of our ene- 
mies when juſt ripe for execution, and ſaved our nation from 
the intended evils : ſalvations which ought never to be for- 
' gotten by us, any mare than has ſpecial goodneſs and favour 
in our preſent ſafety, from thoſe terrible and. ſurprixing ca- 
lamities with which many parts of the world have of late 
been viſited, and fametimes juſt felt here, as warnings to 
us. Theſe are Lud calls Yoon ws for praije and thantkſ- 
givings to eur kind preſerver : and the laws of gratitude 
oblige to a « reformation not only of life and manners, but alſo 
in other parts of our holy religion : that we carefully reſtors 
and maintain a ſtrict regard to the pure and uncorrupted 
worſhip of God; the miſt fit and ſuitable returns which 
_ we can-make fer his diſtinguiſhed mercies : and if this re- 
formation be univerſal, we may then juſtiy hape, that the 
divine goodneſs will til deliver, ſucceed our enterprizes, 
and cauſe us lo triumph over all our enemies, „ n 
Our ſucceſs in America, except in one ſingle caſe, has been as 
great as could well pe hyfed for, the ſeaſons, diſtance, _— 
; 2 a Set e en a | 
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and ffrength of the enemy conſidered. The check which our 
arms met with by the defeat under general Braddock, may in 
its conſequences prove a bleſſing to us. It ſberus that we are not 
to truſt wholly in an arm 7. fleſh, in the bravery of our offi- 
ters, or the regularity and diſcipline of our troops, but in 
the God of batiles. It was he who ſucceeded the expedition 
za Cape-Breton in the laſt war; by a few unexperienced un- 
diſciplined troops from New-England, in themſelves, every 
way unequal to ſo great an enterprize. But for their reli- 
gious piety and virtue, fledfaft faith and reliance upon 
Gd; he gave them poſſeſſton - of the ſtrong fenced city 
Louiſbourgh as it were without loſs or bloodſhed ; notwith- 
landing the immenſe ſums laid out by France to render it 
impregnable. Such a ſurprizing coincidence of events, 
happily concurring throughout the whole undertaking to fa- 
eilitate that conqueſt, miide the enemy tonfeſs, it was viſible 
God fought for us *. And as his infinite wiſdom and al- 
mighty power, does ſometimes bring good to his people out of 
the greateſt evil ; ſo the natural effett of our misfortune under 
Braddoct, muſt be greater circumſpection in our ather command- 
ers; which has appeared with ſucceſs in the brave general Sir 
Milliam Fobnſon. But its being (i ſome accounts be true) the 
happy accafion of great diſſention, and ſomething of a breach 
between the French troops and thoſe Indians to whom the ruin 
of Bradgdock's corps was chiefly owing, may be à greater ad- 
vantage to ut, than if be had been viftorious in that action, 
and had afterwards inveſted Fort Du Queſne and may, 5 
dell improved, contribute greatly to the total ruin of the 
'Frenth intereſt with thoſe people, and ſo prevent their ever 
having putver any more to diſturb or invade any of our ſet- 
tlements in America, by rooting them entirely out our co-- 
tonies, and eden out of Canada wad without which, there 
fan be no dependance for ſecurity whilſt the French monarchy 
fuß is. | | : 4... [Das | 75 
© The eſtape of the French fleets home to Breſt, and the 
junction from Toulon, may perhaps excite, and in ſome meaſure 
enable that treacherous power for a time, to extend and carry. 
on her deſiruttive ſchemes ;\ till fhe- involve more ſtates and 
kingdoms beſide this (the chief objec of her hate) in blood 
and confuſion ; and thereby form ſo flirong a confederacy e 
berſelf,as ſhe ſhall not in the end be able to withftand. 3 e 
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| PR E, FA E. I 
diftreſs already brought upon her trade by our flects and 


 cruizers, muſt, if continued with the ſame ſpirit and vigour, 


create diſcontents, and perhaps inſurrectious among the ſub- 
jects of that kingdom: and in a little time, ſe far deprive 


her of the finews F war, as to render her unable tg bribe 


Foreign courts, or to ſupport ber own troops ; and at laſt 
prepare the way by a new partition treaty, for ibe difſolution 
7 that perjured monarchy, without which there can be 

laſting ſecurity for any of the flates and kingdoms border - 
ing upon her. I call France a perjured monarchy, becauſe 


for ſeveral hundred years paſt, the meaſures of - that court 


haue been one continued ſeries of deceit and falſhnod, mury , 


and oppreſſim, fraud and injuſiice, war and bloodſhed; in 
direct breach of faith and the moſt ſolemn treaties ; and in the 
moſt flagrant and open violation of her promiſes and oaths. 
For proof of which, read but A Sketch of French Politicks 
deduced from - hiſtory and modefn facts, publiſhed in the 
year 1735. Fadis worthy to be known, and conſtantly re- 
membered by every ſenator in Britain; till that: haughty 
and imperious power is effe&ually ſubdued and broken, And 
to this that noble and' growing ſpirit of liberty,” whith for 
fame years has diſcovered itſelf in many ſubjefts of the French 
-king, may perhaps contribute; as it is the andy way to free, 
themſelves from that oppreſſive yoke of tyranny which thaſe 
People have long groaned under both to church and ſlate. 
Theſe events are not impeſſible : and if they could be happily 
effected, the blood and treaſure of Britain can never be em- 
ployed to nobler and better purpoſes. May the divine wij 
dam direct our councils, and projper. our arms. a AR ME 
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| | CHAPEL 
Of Religious Reformation in general ; ſhewing that regard 


— 


is due to the poſitive, as well as to the moral precepts - 


which God has appointed. 
HILST deſpotick princes and lawleſs 


prieſts have uſurped dominion over the 
perſons and properties, and enſlaved the 
conſciences, of mankind, in moſt of the 
nations round us, it is yet, in this happy land of light and 
liberty, the glory of our government, and praiſe of our 
eſtabliſhed church, that all men are ſecure in the former, 
and can ſafely act according to the latter. For here ſuch 
free indulgence is granted to ſcrupulous conſciences in 
matters of religion, that, under the protection and 2 
of law, proteſtant diſſenters from the church of England, 
may at any time freely aſſemble together for the worſhip 
and ſervice of Almighty God, according to the dictates of 
conſcience, without fear or moleſtation. And the grate- 
ful return on their part, made to their ſuperiors, is a ſteady 
and faithful allegiance to the King upon the throne, duti- 
ful obedience to civil magiſtrates, and peaceable ſubjection 
to the laws of their country, which, in the late times of 
danger, have been manifeſted by untainted, unfeigned loy- 
alty, accompanied with chearful contributions to ſupport 


and ſecure the civil government under our preſent ſove= > - 
* £ * 48> 
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reign and his royal deſcendants ; on whom, under God, 
all that is dear and valuable to us as Britons and Chriſtians 
intirely depends. The univerſal acknowledgment of this, 
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and the general union of his majeſty's ſubjects in hearty 
and loyal aſſociations throughout his dominions to ſtand 
by him with their lives and fortunes againſt a lawleſs crew 
of thieves and robbers, murderers and aſſaſſins, headed by 
a popiſh pretender to his crown, a bigot from Rome, and 
the beggarly tool of France and Spain, muſt raiſe in his 
royal breaſt, ſuch a complacency and delight in them, as 
can only be heightened by the general reformation of his 
people, by compoſing our religious diſputes, and by 
uniting us all in one chriſtian - communion, upon the true 


ſcripture foundation. The firſt of which 1 ſhall now 
enter upon. | - 


There is no man, I prefume, who ſeriouſly ſurveys the 
preſent ſtate of this nation, but will acknowledge in 
general terms, that a reformation is highly neceſſary ; nor 
is it leſs certain in itſelf, that this -reformation ſhould ex- 
tend to all thoſe things which need to be reformed. But 
yet I have obſerved, with no ſmall concern, a great defect 
in ſome late writings, which have been well received 
by the public; and are addreſſed both to the y_ and 
laity of all degrees, in yery warm and pathetic exhorta- 


tions to a reformation. They paint the luxury and other 


vices, which abound am us, in very lively colours, 
and demonſtrate the evil [conſequences attending them; 


they prove the neceflity of reforming our manners in order 


to prevent the judgments of God, and procure the con- 
tinuance of his favour, protection and bleffing. I freely 
acknowledge, that as groſs and open immoralities ſtrike 
our minds with the greateſt abhorrence; fo they are 
moſt pernicious. in their effects to the public, as well as to 
private Chriſtians. For this reafon their zeal is very coni- 


mendable, who ftrenuouſly urge and promote a reformation ' 


of manners ; but yet we ought not to overlook thoſe abuſes, 


which have crept into the poſitive inſtitutions of the Goſ-. 


pel. Every deviation from the purity of the chriſtian 
religion ought to be rectified, whether it confift in a vio- 
lation of the moral or poſitive inftitutions of our great 
Lawgiver. This ſeems to me undeniably plain from the 
New Teſtament, which is the rule of our chriſtian duty, 
and which ought likewiſe to be the ſtandard of our refor- 
mation; becauſe this does not only give us directions for 
the government of our temper and actions; but alſo 
teaches us the due adminiſtration of the two ſacraments 


appointed by Chriſt. All the exhortations to ſtedfaſtneſs in 


the chriſtian religion, and all the cautions againſt admit- 
7 | . 
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ting any corrupt innovations therein, concern the obſerva- 
tion of the worſhip and ordinances of the Goſpel, as well 
as the practice of that morality, which it enjoyns. This 
appears no leſs from the great end of the poſitive inſtitu- 
tions of our holy religion, for they were deſigned to be 
9 a means of holineſs to particular perſons, as well as to pre- 
ſerve the chriſtian religion in the world. In them we 

f vow obedience to Chriſt, and meditate on the inconciey- 

able love of God and Chriſt, which has an apt tendency 

. to fill our ſouls with ſuitable love and gratitude, the 

. | ſtrongeſt motiveg to obedience : And theſe ends will he 
3 moſt effectually anſwered, where they are moſt purely 
obſerved. On the contrary, every human innovation 
5 muſt leſſen their uſefulneſs, in proportion to its degeneracy 
64 from the original inſtitution, For inſtance, has not- the 
15 popiſh doctrine concerning the Lord's ſupper made way for 
J. '- idolatry in the church of Rome? | : 

Our reformers in this nation being very ſenſible of this, 
wiſely endeavoured to reform the corruptions of the church 
of Rome in the two ſacraments which Chriſt has appoint- 

ed. They not only aboliſhed monaſteries and nunneries, 

x; thoſe nurſeries of idleneſs and vice, and laboured to re- 

WA form the lives both of prieſts and people; but they alſo 
* ſhewed a regard to the poſitive ordinances of the goſ- 

peel. In the Lord's ſupper they reſtored the cup to the 

laity, diſcarded the abſurd doctrine of tranſubſtantiation, 

and conſequently forbad the adoration of the hoſt. In 

© baptiſm they laid aſide many of the fopperies, which that 

* church had introduced and annexed to it. All this was 

very commendable; and tho they did not go ſo far, as 

they ſhould have done; yet ſome of the articles of our 
Church ſeem to have been form'd with a view to excite 
19 | and to encourage all their ſucceſſors, ſtill further to im- 
prove, promote and perfect that great and good work, 
which they had ſo laudably and ſo ſucceſsfully begun. 
And as it is high time for us to think of a farther refor- 
mation in religion, we ſhould follow the good example 
they left us, and extend our regard to the poſitive injunc- 
tions, as well as to the moral precepts of our bleſſed Lord, 
e Since then every corruption, either in the moral pre- 
„ cepts, or poſitive rites of the goſpel ought to be reformed; 
and the latter have been paſſed over unheeded by thoſe, 
who ought to have taken notice of them, I. ſhall in my 
' ſecond and third chapters particularly conſider the two 4 
poſitive ordinances, Which 2 hes e 19; by 1 
| : T 2 erved 
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ſerved in his church. For though we ought not to lay too 


much ſtreſs on theſe, yet they ought not to be neglected ; 
and conſequently a reformation from all innovations, which 
have been made in them, is neceſſary, as well as a refor- 


mation of our lives and manners. I have always looked 


upon unfeigned piety towards God, benevolence and juf- 
tice towards all mankind, with the practice of purity, 
temperance and other virtues which concern ourſelves, as 
the eſſentials of religion; without which the moſt exact 
performance of external rites will profit no man, but 
bring upon him a more heavy condemnation in the awful 


day of judgment. This ſentiment with the true nature 


of the chriſtian ſacraments ; and the moral obligation, 
we are under religiouſly to obſerve them, have been 
more fully repreſented in the ſupplement to the ſermons 
preached againſt popery at Salters Hall. A piece not un- 


worthy the public attention. 


That we ought to have a due regard to all the laws of 


Chriſt, and reform all my pom in his holy ſacraments, 


as well as in our lives, may I think be juſtly argued from 


theſe . out of the bible which J ſhall Cite here- 


after. Did not God require a ſtrict attachment to his orders 
with reſpect to the poſitive, as well as with reſpect to the 
moral laws given to the Fews; and was he not offended 
with them for their deviations from the former, as well as 


for their immoralities? Nay their breach of his poſitive 


inſtitutions was an inlet to all that idolatry and wickedneſs, 
which reigned amongſt them. The covenant indeed, 
which God made with the J/raelites, and the rituals in- 
joyned them by the Mofaic inftitution were deſigned to 
ſecure them from the heinous ſin of idolatry, and to 
keep them ſtedfaſt in the practice of true piety and real 
holineſs ; and therefore it was not their idolatry and other 
immoralities only; but their apoſtacy alſo from the rituals, 
they were to obſerve in his worſhip, which were the cauſe 
of his infliting upon them the many and long judgements 
hereafter recited. And conſequently his deſign therein 
was to recover them to a ſtrict obſervation of the rituals 
of his law, as well as to a fincere obedience to the moral 
precepts which it contained. 3 


What J am pleading for in this tract is a general refor- 


mation of religion; tho', I am not inſenſible how dif- 
ficult a thing it is to perſwade perſons to correct thoſe er- 
rors, in which they were educated. Nevertheleſs to re- 
form known corruptions is not only a neceſſary duty, but 


A means of National Proſperity. 5 
à laudable thing; whilſt perſiſting in them is really blame- 
worthy, as well as inconfiſtent with our allegiance to 
Chriſt, However I ſhall not here enquire into thoſe 
cauſes, which obſtruct a more perfect reformation amongſt 
Chriſtians. I have here diſcharged my own conſcience in 
_ pleading for it at a time, when the ſtate of the nation might 
not only induce every man to think of reforming himſelf, 
but alſo put us upon a public and general reformation of 
religion. And as what I have here ſaid, muſt ſhew, that 
I am, as far as any man, from laying more ſtreſs on the 
ſtrict obſervation of poſitive rites, than on the practice of 
moral virtue; ſo every ingenuous perſon muſt acknow- 
ledge, that a due regard ſhould be ſhewn to every divine 
appointment, whether it be of more or leſs conſequence. 
T his plainly appears from the words of Chriſt, in which 
he reproves the immoralities of the Phariſees, and with 
- which 1 ſhall conclude this chapter. Ye pay tithe, ſays he, 
of mint, and auniſe, and cummin, and have omitted the 
weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith, 
er the love of God. Theſe ought ye to have done, and not 
to leave the others undone, Mat. xxiii. 23. Luke xi. 42. 


— 
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Motives for repealing the Teſt, or Af for preventing dan- 
gers, which may happen from popiſh recuſants, taker 


From the nature and end of the Lord's ſupper, with 
frequent and groſs abuſes of it. 


8 a general reformation of religion neceſſarily im- 
A plies reformation in the ſeveral parts of it; I ſhall 
therefore ſay ſomething in particular about the two poſitive 
_ ordinances which Chriſt appointed to be obſerved in his 
church ; becauſe the freeing of them from the corruptions 
and abuſes which have unhappily been introduced amongſt 
us, ſeems in my opinion to have a ſuitable tendency for 
compoſing the moſt material of our religious diſputes 


and to lay a good foundation for uniting us all in one 
- Chriſtian communion upon the true ſcripture foundation. 


Were we thus happily united, the act of toleration 


would be ſuperſeded without repeal; and the corporation 


—a@ reduced to the true intent of that law. But as to the 
"teſt, or act for preventing dangers which may happen from 
popiſh recuſants, the penalties it inflicts are ſuch, that it 

may juſtly be looked upon as a ſevere oppreſſive law, ut- 
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terly inconſiſtent with the rights of a peaceable free peo- 


ple. And as the ſole intention of it was to prevent dangers, 


which may happen from popiſb recuſents, it ſeems very un- 
Juſt, that ſo numerous a body of his Majeſty's moſt duti- 
ful and moſt loyal ſubjects, as the proteſtant diſſenters are, 
ſhould be thereby ſubjected to ſuch unreaſonable inconve- 


nience, and great diſadvantage, as they in no reſpect de- 


ſerve ; and which this act was never deſigned to lay them 
under. But with reſpect to religion, it is of too heinous 
a nature to be continued, or to admit of amendment, and 
therefore ought to be repealed. It appears to me to be a 


national evil, and ſuch as has induced thouſands to pro- 


fane a ſolemn inſtitution, which none ſhould ever partake 
of, but with the greateft reverence, and love to the ex- 
alted inſtitutor, in remembrance of whom alone, it ought 
always to. be received ; without any temporal or worldly 
views whatſoever. But to make a civil teſt of this ſacred 
Tite, is ſuch an egregious proſtitution of Chriſt's ordi- 
Nance ; as no nation in the world befides this was ever 
ilty of; and as it no ways contributes to the ſafety of the 
te, but is highly injurious to it; ſo every good ſubject, 
as well as every pious chriſtian ſhould endeavour to re- 
move ſuch an evil, that the divine diſpleaſure for ſo heinous 
a ſin, may be prevented. ; 1 8 
Hence it is, that proteſtant diſſenters look upon the re- 
peal of the teſt act, to be of the higheſt importance to the 
public, and of the utmoſt concern to every ſerious 
chriſtian: and therefore judge, that all lawful means ought 
to be uſed, in order to obtain the ſame; and I make no 
doubt, but many ſober and religious perſons of our eſtab- 
liſhed church, will rejoice in their ſucceſs: whilſt they 
who, contribute to ſo laudable a deſign, will enjoy the ſatis- 
ſaction of having been inſtrumental, in reſcuing one of the 
moſt ſolemn inſtitutions of the Son of God from an aban- 
doned proſtitution, the chief motive which hath hitherto 
excited them to deſire the repeal of that law. For when 
the great Legiſlator of the chriſtian church firſt inſtituted 
this ſacrament, as a ſtanding memorial of his paſſion, he 


told his diſciples, and in them all who profeſs the chriſtian 95 
name; that as oft as they partake thereof, they ſhould o 


it in remembrance of him, Luke xxii. 19. compared with 
1 Cor. xi. 25. And for any, who have either read or 
heard this, to partake. thereof with any other views, or 
for; any other purpoſes than Chriſt himſelf deſigned” they 


ſhould, appears to me a manifeſt contempt of his word 3 


I may | 
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I may ſay, ſuch a groſs abuſe and profanation of his ordi- 

nance, as muſt moſt highly offend him; becauſe by the 
Jaw which they deſire to have repealed, the chriſtian ſa- 
crament is made a civil teſt, which is changing the very 
end and deſign of the inſtitution. And is it not greatly to 
be feared? nay, is it not very certain? that, in conſe- 
quence of this change, many perſons, who have no faith 
in the death and ſufferings of Chriſt, nor any reverence 

for his laws, come, and kneel at his table, and partake of 
his holy ſupper, not to /hew forth the Lord's death, 1 Cor. 
xi. 26. nor ſo much as diſcerning the Lord's body, ver. 29. 
but on the contrary, they go there diſcerning a poſt, and 
in remembrance of a poſt, and they partake thereof, only 
as a civil rite impoſed by law, as a teſt or qualification to 
enable them to hold or enjoy ſome place of honour or 
profit? I do not ſay, that this is crucifying to themſelves 
the Son of God afreſh, and putting him to an open ſhame, 
Heb. vi. 6. or treading under foot the Son of God, and count- 
ing the blood of the covenant wherewith they were ſancti ſied 
an unholy thing, and doing deſpite to the ſpirit of grace, 
Heb. x. 26—31. but it is too much like what the apoſtle 
calls a being guilty of the body and blood of the Lord, 1 Cor. 
Xi. 27. And if this be not a ſinful profanation of that ſo- 
lemn inſtitution, I know not what can be. And if the 
unworthily partaking of this ſame ordinance amongſt the 
Corinthians, brought a judgment upon many of the mem- 
bers of that Church; for which cauſe, ſays the apoſtle, 
many are weak and ſickly among you, and many ſleep, 
x Cor. Xi. 27, 29, 30. that is, were cut-off by death“. 
What therefore may not be juſtly feared, if in contempt 
of ſcripture evidence, which I apprehend is generally 
much better known, and more clearly underſtood now, 
with reſpe& to this ordinance, than at the time when 
thoſe laws were made: I ſay what may not be feared, if 
this proſtitution be ſtill continued, and as it were forced 
upon the ſubject by an eſtabliſhed law; ſo that no man 
can ſerve his country in any public office under the crown 
without it. | . | 

- Theſe conſiderations ſhould make all chriſtians un- 
wearied in their applications to the legiſlature, till the re- 
peal of this law is obtained, and a way thereby made for 


2 more general reformation and free communion, even 
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* Sce Dr, Hanmend on this text. 
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8 Reformation in Religion, 


ſuch as was propoſed and deſired by thoſe concerned in the 
following FRIENDLY EP Is TIE to the Bis Hors and 
MinisTERs of the CHURCH or ENGLAND, for plain 
truth, and ſound peace between them and all pious Pro- 


teſtantt, that we may in the firſt place, preſerve the wiſe 


ends of Chriſt's inſtitution, for advancing true piety and 
ſtrict virtue: and ſecondly promote the cauſe of civil li- 
berty, and thereby reſtore to a great number of his Ma- 
jelty's moſt dutifal and moſt loyal ſubjects, their native 


rights and privileges: which will be as much to the ho- 


nour and glory of his Majeſty's wiſe and good govern- 
ment, as the unjuſt reſtraints, which, for conſcience ſake, 
they at preſent lie under, is to the reproach of the pro- 
teſtant religion here in England, and à prejudice to the 
commonwealth, as it excludes from her — many of 
the moſt upright and conſcientious perſons, even of our 
eſtabliſned church. For I have known ſome, who were 
members thereof, and thought it their duty to attend her 
communion, but yet durſt not receive the Lord's ſupper, 
as a qualification for a civil poſt: which therefore they de- 
clined accepting upon the ſame foot, with multitudes of 
proteſtant diſſenters, to the juſt reproach of others who 
do conform; and thus thoſe who are well qualified to ſerve 
their country with the greateſt faithfulneſs, are turned 
aſide; whilſt a way is made for men to enter, who are of 
the corrupteſt principles, as well as moſt licentious and 
immoral in their lives; even ſuch, as it may too juſtly be 
ſuppoſed, neither fear God, nor regard man, but for 
worldly intereſt: and as ſuch therefore, are moſt unfit to 
be truſted. Nay, I have been told of one, who I ſuppoſe 
had been refuſed the Lord's ſupper, on account. of his 
immoralities, but after he had obtained a place, ſaid, Now 
1 will go to ny parſon, and ſay to him, G—d—m you, Sir, 
give me the ſacrament, and he dares not deny ne. And of 
two other profane. companions, who, being admitted to 


places, ſaid one to another in the greateſt deriſion of the 


ordinance, Now——we muſt go and take the ſop. Another 
whoſe pride and extravagance reduced him to compound 
with his creditors for many thouſand pounds, having after- 
wards obtained a place, and ſpeaking about the profits of 
it, ſaid in the ſame ludicrous and wicked ſtrain, I eat a 


| bit of bread, and drank fome wine for it, Such ſhameful 


horrid impieties, and ſuch ſhocking difficulties laid upon 
conſcientious miniſters, who are obliged toadmit-unwor- 
thy and unſuitable ſubjects to the Lord's table, are a ſcan- 
7 | 15 dal 
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dal and reproach to the chriſtian name, but peculiarly 


confined to the church of England + For the removal of 


which it might juſtly and moſt reaſonably have been ex- 
pected, that our biſhops and the reſt of our clergy, as the 
wer of true religion, the patrons of real piety and 

ncere devotion, would have been the firſt and moſt 
zealous of all men to ſollicit the repeal of this law, the 
fatal ſource and cauſe of ſo great a profanation of Chriſt's 
holy inftitution. : 

And as hypocriſy is a moſt deteſtable fin, even upon the 
principles of natural religion, ſerious deiſts, themſelves 
muſt deſire the repeal of this law, that they may not be 
compelled any longer to put on the maſk and appearance 
of chriſtianity, which they ſo openly diſpiſe; nor be obliged 
to aſſemble with chriſtians at the Lord's table, as if the 
were fincere believers in Chriſt, while they diſown his mit. 
fion, and deny him to have been a Prophet ſent from God 
to reform and inftru&t mankind. = 

And if there be any perſons inclined to infidelity, who 
are not fo thoroughly ſettled in their principles; but have 
fome doubts left upon their minds, that the chriſtian reli- 
gion might poſſibly come from God; this argument muſt 
preſent itſelf to their conſciences with ſtill greater weight, 
as it will then extend both to natural and revealed religion. 
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: H AP. | Hl. 
Scripture motives for reſtoring the ordnance of baptiſm, 
with the whole chriſtian inſtitution to its priſtiue purity. 


 AFTHAT has in the foregoing chapter been urged as 
| reaſons” and motives for endeavouring to obtain 
the repeal of the Teſt, or Act for preventing dangers which 
may happen popiſh Recuſants I preſume cannot dif- 
pleaſe ſuch chriſtians, who ſincerely deſire to have the or- 
dinance of the Lord's ſupper reſcued from that notorious 
abuſe, which has ſo long been put upon it. And in like 
manner, ſhould not every fincere'chriftian, as zealouſly en- 
deavour to purge the other ſolemn ordinance of the Son of 
God from thoſe popiſh corruptions, and that manifeſt miſ- 
application of it to infants, which has ſo much * pre- 
vailed' in the chriſtian world? For, as it is the firſt and 
chief of Chriſt's inſtitutions, = by which men and wo- 

| - | men 
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10 Reformation in Religion 
men were to enter into his church, and take upon them 


the profeſſion of his holy religion, according to the divine 


appointment; and when accompanied with purity of life, 
and true piety towards God, gives us a right and title to 


partake of his holy ſupper; it demands our utmoſt care 


and attention, that it may moſt effectually anſwer the wile 
ends for which it was appointed, and which our preſent 
practice of infant ſprinkling is very far from doing: There 
being nothing ſignificant in it, nothing of @ death unto fin, 
or of à new birth unto righteouſneſs held forth by the mode, 
nothing of repentance and for/ſaking of ſin, no faith or 
hope in the divine promi ſes, nor the leaſt joy or comfort 
e the ſoul of the ſubject from any act of obedi- 
ence. hat then can it be accounted, but ſuch an un- 

rofitable and inſignificant ceremony, as the learned Dr. 
5 Taylor, a very pious. prelate of our church, has, 
when perſonating one of the baptiſt perſwaſion, too juſtly 
deſcribed in the following words. Lib. Prophecy, p. 244- 


- ©: Whoever will pertinaciouſly perſiſt in the opinion of 


the pædo- baptiſt, and practiſe accordingly, they pollute 
© the blood of the everlaſting covenant: they diſhonour 
and make a pageantry of the ſacrament : they ineffec- 
© tually repreſent a ſepulture into the death of Chriſt, and 
< pleaſe themſelves in a ſign without effect, making bap- 


© tiſm like the fig-tree in the goſpel, full of leaves, but 


< no fruit; they invocate the holy ghoſt in vain, doing as 
© if one ſhould call upon him to illuminate a ſtone or a tree.” 

But in adult baptiſm the death and reſurrection of Chriſt 
are repreſented. in the moſt lively and moſt ſolemn man- 
ner, ſo as to impreſs the mind of the ſubject with the moſt 
awful reverence of the divine Being, and of the ſolemn 


. Covenant he thereby enters into with him; no longer to 


live unto himſelf, but unto him that dyed for him and roſe 
again. 2 Cor. v. 15. nor any more to walk according 
to the ul luſis and deſires of the fleſh and of the mind, 
but to live unto Chriſt Jeſus, and to walk even as he walked. 
Eph. ii. 23. This moſt antient practice therefore muſt 

eceſſarily be a much better ſecurity than infant ſprink- 
— temptations, and the prevailing power and do- 


minion of ſin, according to this ſtrong and moſt excellent 


reaſoning upon it, which the great apoſtle St. Paul makes 
uſe of, as a powerful argument to excite and ſtir up the 
chriſtians in his time, to holineſs and purity of life. 


- 


* 
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Ho /hall we that are dead to fin, live any longer there- 
in? Know ye not, that ſo many of us as were baptized into 
Jeſus Chriſt, were baptized into his death? Therefore we 
are buryed with him by baptiſm into death; that like as 
Chriſt was raiſed up from the dead by the glory of the Fa- 
ther, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk in newnefs of life. For if 
we have been planted together in the likeneſs of his death, 
1e ſhall alſo be in the likeneſs of his reſurrection: Knowing 
this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body 
of fin might be deſtroyed, that henceforth we ſhould not ſerve 
in. For he that is dead, is freed from ſin, Now if we be 
dead with Chrift, we believe that we ſhall alſo live with 
him: Knowing that Chriſt being raiſed from the dead, dieth 
no more; death hath no more dominion over him. For in 

that he died, he died unto fin once, but in that he liveth, he 
liveth unto God. Likewiſe reckon ye alſo yourſelves to be 


dead indeed unto ſin ; but alive unto God, through Feſus 


Chrift our Lord. Let not fin 7 reign in your mortal 
Body, that ye ſhould obey it in the luft thereof. Neither 
yield ye your members as inſtruments of unrighteouſneſs unte 
in: But yield yourſelves unto God, as thoſe that are alive 
from the dead; and your members as inſtruments of righteouſ- 
neſs unto God. For ſin ſhall not have dominion over you; 
for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 

And the gracious diſpenſation of the goſpel, is ſo far 
ſuperior to that of the law ; the ſin and danger of a wil- 
ful diſobedience to it ſo certain, that the ſacred writers 
inforce our attention and regard to all the duties which it 
contains, in the ſtrongeſt and moſt awful terms. 

Heb. iii. 1, 2. Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of 
the beavenly calling, conſider the Apoſtle and high prieſt of 
our profeſſion, ' Chriſt Feſus; who was faithful to him 
that appointed him. Matth. iii. 15. Joh. xii. 44—50. A. 
alſo Moſes was faithful in all his houſe. Therefore we ought 
to give the more earneſt heed to g things which we have 

heard, leaſt at any time we ſhould let them flip. For if the 
word ſpoken by angels was ſtedfaſt, and every tranſgreſſion and 
diſobedience received a juſt recompence of reward ; how ſhall 
we eſcape, if we negleft ſo great. ſalvation, which at the 
firſt began to be N by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us 
| by thoſe that heard him; God alſo bearing them witneſs, 
both with figns and wonders, -and with divers miracles, and 
gifts of the holy ghoſt, according to his own will. Heb. ii. 
1—4. For though Jeſus Chriſt was a ſon, yet learned he 
obedience, by the things which he ſuffered ; and being made 

| 2 2 perfect, 
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12 Reformation in Religion, 
perfect, be became the author of eternal ſalvation unto all 
them that obey him. Ch. v. 8, 9. And as we have ſuch an 
high prieft over the houſe of God : let us draw near with 
4 true heart, in full aſſurance of faith, having our hearts 
ſprinkled from an euil conſcience, and our bodies waſhed with 
pure water, Let us hold faſt the profeſſion of our faith without 
aver ing yer we know. him that hath ſaid, ven- 
geance belongeth unto me, I will recompence, ſaith the Lord. 
And again, the Lord ſhall judge his people. It is a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the living God. Ch. x. 21—31. 
Let us therefore fear, left a promiſe being left us of entering 
into his ren, any of you ſhauld ſeem to come ſhort of it 
For the word of, God is quick and powerful, and ſharper 
than any two edged ſword, piercing even to the dividing a- 
ſunder of ſoul and ſpirit, and of the joynts and marrow, 
and is a diſcerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
| Neither is there any creature that is not men his ſigbt 
but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with 
whom we have to do. Ch. iv. 1—12, 13. PREP 


* 


[heſe verſes, though chiefly deſigned to keep the He- 
brews from a total apoſtacy from chriſtianity, were I think 
intended alſo, to preſerve in them a ſtrict regard to the 

ſitive inſtitutions of the goſpel; as a means of preventing 
uch . which is ſo plain from ch. vi. 2. and ch. 
x. 22, that I believe nobody will deny it. But I am ve- 
ry far from making any compariſon between pædo- baptiſm 
and apoſtacy from the chriſtian profeſſion; I have tran- 
ſcribed => verſes, not as relating to baptiſm and the 
Lord's ſupper only, but as including theſe ordinances 
with every thing elſe, which the chriſtian religion obliges 
us to obſerve. And as the neglect, and contempt of the 
two ordinances, which Chriſt has inſtituted; make way for 
that indifferency in religion, which too often ends in 
apoſtacy and infidelity, it ſhould be the care of all 
chriſtians ta guard againſt the beginning of ſuch evils, by 
reſtoring them to the. purity and fimplicity of their origi- 
nal inſtitution in all reſpects. 


But ſuch has been the propenſity of mankind in general, 
to degenerate from true religion, and fall into idolatry 
and will worſhip, that God was often obliged to chaſtiſe 
that ſin in his choſen people, by ſending his judgments up- 
on them, ſubjecting them to the ſword, and enſlavin 
them to their enemies, in order to reclaim them: and 
when they were not wholly given to idolatry, but wor- 
ſhipped him in a falſe way, he complained that heir fear 
| S towards 
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tewards him was taught by the precepts of men, and by his 
prophets. threatened them in the following words. Iſa. 
XXiX. 13, 14. Wherefore the Lord ſaid, foraſmuch as this 
people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips 
do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, 
and their fear towards me is taught by the precepts of men + 
Therefore behold, I will proceed to do a marvellous work 
among ſt this people, even a marvellous work and a wonder: 
for the wiſdom of their wiſe men ſhall periſh, and the un- 
derſtanding of their prudent men ſhall be hid. Our bleſſed 

Lord alſo. ſeverely reproved the Scribes and Phariſees, 
the priefts and rulers of the Jews, becauſe they made 
void the commandment of God by their own traditions. 

But Jeſus anſwered, and ſaid unto them, Why do you alſo 
tranſgreſs the commandment 45 God by your traditions? 
Hotobeit, in vain do they worſhip me, teaching for doctrines 
the commandments of men. For laying aſide the command- 
ments of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the waſhing 
of pots and cups: and many other ſuch like things ye do. 
And be ſaid unto them, Full well ye rejeft the commandment 
F God, that you may keep your own tradition, . making 

the word of God of none effett, through your tradition, 
which ye have delivered. Matth. xv. 3, 6, 9. Mark vii. 
75 8, 95 13. And that he might remove their prejudices, 
correct their errors, and reform their practice, he directed 
them to ſearch the ſcriptures, as the moſt certain teſti- 
mony. Joh. v. 39. promiſing ſome: of the greateſt ſpiri- 
tual bleſſings to thoſe, who believe on him as the ſcripture 
hath ſaid. Joh. vii. 37, 39. And that no man might 
| Matter, himſelf with being eſteemed the friend and diſciple 
of Chriſt upon any terms, which are ſhort» of uniform 
obedience 3 our bleſſed Lord has plainly fignified, that he 
will not look upon any as ſuch, who have not reſpe& un- 
to all his commands, when he ſays, Joh. xv. 14. Ye are 
my friends, if ye do whatſaever I command you. Which 
old induce every believer, conſcientiouſly to obſerve 
the poſitive as well as moral precepts of his goſpel. And 
that chriſtians might be kept ſtedfaſt in the truth, and perſe- 
vete in it without deviating from the purity of the chriſtian 
inſtitution; nat mixing with it any Fewifh obfervances, any 
old or new traditions," nor with any thing that is falſe or 
| fareign to it; the great apoſtle St. Paul ſolemnly de- 
dlared to the elders of the church at Ephefus, that he had 
kept back. nothing that was | profitable unto them, but had 
ſhewed them and taught them publickly. from houſe to houſe. 
Teſtifying 
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14 Neformation in Religion, 

Teſtifying both to the Fews, and alſo to the Greeks, repent- 
ance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Adding thereto this awful appeal: Wherefore, I take you 


to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men. 
For I have not ſhunned to declare unto you the whol 


clar e counſel 
70 God. And, at his laſt farewell, he leaves with them this 

lemn charge and ſtrict caution, Take heed therefore unto 
yourſelves, and to all the flock, over which- the holy g 


| hath made you overſeers, lo feed the church of God, which 


he hath purchaſed with his own blood. For I know this, that 
after my departing ſhall grievous wolves enter in among you, 


not ſparing the flock. Alſo of your, own ſelves ſhall man 


ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe things, to draw away diſciples af- 
ter them. Therefore watch, and remember that by the ſpace 
of three years, I ceaſed not to warn every one night and 
day with tears . . . . having ſhewed you all things. . . . and 
when he had thus ſpoken, he kneeled down and prayed with 
them all. Acts xx. 20, 21, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 36. 
And moreover in his epiſtle to the church at Galatia, 
he has twice denounced the moſt ſevere anathema againſt 
all thoſe, who might corrupt or pervert the goſpel, even 
though it ſhould have been done by himſelf, or by an an- 
gel from heaven, a being much higher and greater than 
any apoſtle. I marvel, ſays he, that you are ſo ſbon re- 


moved from him that called you into the grace of Chriſt, 


unto another goſpel + which is not another; but there be =_ 8 
that trouble you, and would pervert the goſpel of Chriſn. 
But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 
goſpel unto you, than that which. we have preached unto 
you, let him be accurſed. As we ſaid before, ſo ſay I now 


_ again, if any man preach any other goſpel unto you, than 


that ye have received, let him be accurſed. For do I now 
perſiuade men or God ? or do I ſeek to pleaſe men? for if I 
yet pleaſed men, I ſhould not be the ſervant of Chriſt. But 
I certify you, brethren, that the goſpel which was preached 
of me, is not after man. For I neither received it of man, 
neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jeſus 
Chrift. Gal. i. 6, 12. How great therefore muſt their 
folly be, who, without any divine warrant, any the leaſt 


apoſtolical precept or example, have changed that ſigni- 


icant, that rational and very uſeful inſtitution of God's 
only begotten Son, into an empty, uſeleſs, and irrational 
ceremony, of frail finful man's deviſing, by ſubſtituting 
inftead of the divine command ſomething elſe, which is 
better calculated to ſubſerve the purpoſes of — ? 

OE, r. 
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Mr. Killingworth's Supplement to the Sermons preached 
againſt popery at Salters Hall, before referred to, and the 
ſame author's Remarks on the ſeveral Anſwers to Chriſtia- 
nity not founded on Argument, with the Letters annexed, 
were, I believe, publiſhed purely with a view to reſtore 
and ſecure a juſt regard to this holy inſtitution of our 
great Lord and Maſter, to excite all proteſtant chriſtians 
more conſiſtently and ſucceſsfully to oppoſe and confute 
papiſts and infidels, and thereby prevent the baneful in- 
fluence, which the daring writings and unwearied endea- 
vours of thoſe enemies to truth and revelation, may other- 
wiſe have upon mankind. And if what I have here pub- 
liſhed be any way conducive to thoſe valuable ends in re- 
forming what is amiſs, and the eſtabliſhment of our 
church in the truth, I ſhall greatly rejoice. But I am very 
far from making a ſtrict application of the ſeveral ſcriptures 
here cited, to thoſe of the pzdo-baptiſt perſwaſion, My 
view in tranſcribing them, as I have done, is only to 
bring them under the moſt ſerious conſideration of all 
who practice it, from a firm perſwaſion, that they them- 
ſelves will then make ſuch a ſuitable improvement of them 
in their own minds, as will tend moſt to the glory of 
God, their own true comfort, and be moſt likely to iſſue 
in the real intereſt and future proſperity of this kingdom. 
This is what all religious reformations have a natural ten- 
dency to procure, as might largely be proved from many 
inſtances recorded in hiſtory ; ſome of which I ſhall give, 
after I have firſt recited God's own covenant with his 
choſen people, and part of the encouragement he then 
gave them, as a nation, ſtedfaſtly to perſevere in a ſtrict 
regard to his appointed worſhip, by the promiſes of 
all temporal bleſſings ; and in particular, of ſucceſs againſt 
all their enemies, with laſting dominion over them. At 
the ſame time he threatened them, that if they, as a na- 
tion diſregarded the voice of the Lord their God; and 
refuſed to obſerve all his commandments and his ſtatutes, 
that then all manner of calamities ſhould come upon them; 
ſo that they ſhould not proſper in any thing, but ſhould 
be ſmitten and flee before their enemies; be oppreſſed and 
ſpoiled evermore, and no man ſhould fave them. And 
tho our bleſſed Lord does not threaten immediate puniſh- 
ment in this life, upon the violation, nor on the rejection 
of his holy laws; yet more ſuitable to the nature of the 
cliriſtian diſpenſation, he enforces the ſtricteſt regard. 
x | | and 
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and moſt exact obedience to the whole of his inſtitution, 
by the higheſt and moſt awful fanctions, where he ſays, 7 
am come a light into the world, that whoſoever believeth on 
me, ſhould not abide in darkneſs. And if any man hear my 
words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I came not to 
Juge the world, but to ſave the world. He that rejecteth 


me, and receiveth not my words, - hath one that judgeth 


him : the word that I have ſpoken, the ſame ſhall judge 
him in the laſt day. For I have not fpoken of myſelf ; but 
the Father which ſentme, he gave me a commandment what 
I fbould ſay, and what I ſhould ſpeak. And I know that 
his commandment is life everlaſting : whatſoever I ſpeak 
therefore, even as the Father ſaid unto me, fo I ſpeak, 
John xii. 44—50. „ FE 
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$ CHAP. IV. 4 
God's covenant with the nation of the Jews, promiſing them 
all the temporal bleſſings in the practice of virtue and true 
religion, and threatening to puniſh them, with all kinds o 
calamity and diftireſs, if they departed from his worſhip 
and law. His care to ſecure the obſervation thereof, to 
have all the people inſtructed therein, and to recover them 


tao the worſhip of himſelf, when they had revolted to idola- 
. try, as therein foretold, | 


'S T HIS day the Lord thy God hath commanded thee 


to do theſe ſtatutes and judgments : thou ſhalt 
therefore keep and do them with all thine heart, and with 
all thy foul. Thou haſt avouched the Lord this day to be 
thy God, and to walk in his ways, and to keep his ſtatutes 


and his commandments and his judgments, and to hearken 


unto his voice. And the Lord hath avouched thee this day 
to be his peculiar people, as he hath promiſed. thee, and 
that thou ſhouldſt keep all his commandments, and to make 
thee high above all nations which he hath made, in praiſe, 
and in name, and in honour, and that thou mayeſt be an 
holy people unto the Lord thy God, I hath ſpoken. 
Deut. xxvi. 16-19. See alſo ch. xxvii.  _. hs 
And it ſhall come to paſs, if thou ſhalt hearken diligent- 
ly unto the Lord thy God, to obſerve and do all his com- 
mandments which I command thee this day, the Lord thy 
God will ſet thee on high above all nations of the earth. 
And all theſe bleſſings ſhall come on thee, and overtake 
thee, if thou ſhalt hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy 


God. 
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God. Bleſſed ſhalt thou be in the City, and bleſſed ſhalt 
thou be in the field. Bleſſed ſhall be the fruit of thy 
body, and the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy 
cattle, the increaſe of thy kine, and the flocks of thy 
ſheep. Bleſſed ſhall be thy baſket and thy tore. Bleſſed 
ſhalt thou be when thou comeſt in, and blefſed ſhalt thou 
be when thou goeft out. The Lord ſhall cauſe thine ene- 
mies that riſe up againſt thee, to be ſmitten before thy 
face : they ſhall come out againſt thee one way, and flee 


before thee ſeven ways. The Lord ſhall command the 


blefling upon thee in thy ſtore houſes, and in all that thou 


ſetteſt thine hand unto. . .. . The Lord ſhall eſtabliſh thee 


an holy people unto himſelf, as he hath ſworn unto thee, if 
thou ſhale keep the commandments of the Lord thy God, 
and walk in his ways. And all people of the earth ſhall ſee 
that thou art called by the name of the Lord, and they 
ſhall be afraid of thee. .... The Lord ſhall open thee his 
good treaſure, the heaven.to give thee rain unto thy land 
in his ſeaſon, and to bleſs all the works of thine hand: 
And thou ſhalt lend unto many nations, and thou ſhalt 
not borrow. And the Lord ſhall make thee the head, 
and not the tail; and thou ſhalt be above only, and thou 
ſhalt not be beneath: If that thou hearken unto the 
commandments of the Lord thy God, which I command 
thee this day, to obſerve and to do them. And thou ſhalt 
not go aſide from any of the words which I command 
thee this day, to the right hand, or to the left, to go after 
other Gods to ſerve them. 1 2 
But it ſhall come to paſs, if thou wilt not hearken unto 
the voice of the Lord thy God, to obſerve and do all his 
commandments, and his ſtatutes which I command thee 
this day ; that all theſe curſes ſhall come upon thee, and 
overtake thee. Curſed ſhalt thou be in the city, and 
curſed ſhalt thou be in the field. Curſed ſhall be thy baſ- 
ket and thy ſtore. Curſed ſhall be the fruit of thy body, 
and the fruit of thy land, the increaſe of thy kine, and 
the flocks. of thy ſheep. Curſed ſhalt thou be when thou 
comeſt in, and curſed ſhalt thou be when thou goeſt out. 
The Lord ſhall ſend upon thee curling, vexation, and re- 
buke, in all that thou ſetteſt thine hand unto for to do; 
until thou be deſtroyed, and until thou periſh quickly 3 

becauſe of the wickedneſs of thy doings, whereby thou 
haſt forſaken me.. . . The Lord ſhall cauſe thee to be 
ſmitten before thine enemies, thou ſhalt go out one way 
againſt them, and flee ſeven my before them; and * 
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be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth. .... And 
thou ſhalt grope at noon day, as the blind gropeth in dark- 
neſs, and thou ſhalt not proſper in thy ways: and thou 
ſhalt be only oppreſſed, and ſpoiled ever more, and no 
man ſhall fave thee. ..... The fruit of thy land, and all 
thy labours ſhall a nation which thou knoweſt not, eat 
up: and thou ſhalt be only oppreſſed and cruſhed al- 
Way... .. The Lord ſhall bring thee, and thy king 
which thou ſhalt ſet over thee, unto a nation which nei- 
ther thou, nor thy fathers bave known; and there ſhalt 
thou ſerve other gods, wood and ſtone. -- And thou ſhalt 
become an aſtoniſhment, a proverb, and a by-word, 
among all nations whether the Lord ſhall lead — . 
The ſtranger that is within thee, {hall get up above thee 
very high; and thou ſhalt come down very low. He 
ſhall lend to thee, and thou ſhalt not lend to him: He 
hall be the head; and thou ſhalt be the tail. Moreover, 
all theſe curſes ſhall come upon thee, and ſhall purſue thee, 
and overtake thee, till thou be deftroyed : becauſe thou 
hearkenedſt not unto: the voice of the Lord thy God, to 
keep his commandments and his ſtatutes which he command- 
ed thee. ...- The Lord ſhall bring a nation againſt thee 
from far, from the end of the earth, as ſwift as the eagle 

flieth, a nation whoſe tongue thou ſhalt not underſtand: 
à nation of fierce countenance, which ſhall not regard the 
-perſon of the old, nor ſhew favour to the young: And he 
mall eat the fruit of thy cattle, and the fruit of thy land, 
until thou be deſtroyed : Which alſo ſhall not leave thee 
either corn, wine, or oil, or the increaſe of thy kine, or 
lock of thy ſheep, until he have deſtroyed thee, G. 
If thou wilt not obſerve to do all the words of this law, 
that are written in this book, that thou mayeſt fear this 
great and glorious name, The LORD Thy Gon; .... 
Aud ye ſhall be left few in number, whereas ye were as the 
the ftars of heaven for multitude : becauſe thou wouldeſt 
not obey the voice of the Lord thy God. And it ſhall 
come to paſs, that as the Lord rejoyced over you to do you 
good, and to multiply you: ſo the Lord will rejoyce over 
vou to deſtroy you, and to bring you to nought; and ye 
ſhall be plucked from off the land whether thou goeſt to poſ- 
ſeſs it. And the Lord ſhall ſcatter thee among all peo- 
ple, from the one end of the earth, even unto the other; 
and there thou ſhalt ſerve other gods, which neither thou 
nor thy fathers have known, even wood and ſtone. And 
among theſe nations ſnalt thou find no eaſe, neither ſhall 
ö Fil the 
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the ſole of thy feet have reſt : But the Lord ſhall give thee 
there a trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and ſorrow of 
mind. And thy life ſhall hang in doubt before thee, and 
thou ſhalt fear day and night, and ſhalt have no aſſurance 
of thy life, Sc. Ch. xxviii. I--7. 9, 10, 12—15— 20. 25, 
29% 33, 36, 37, 4345, 4051. 58, 62—66. 


heſe are the words of the covenant, which the Lord 


. commanded Moſes to make with the children of Iſrael, 


in the land of Moab, beſide the covenant which he made 
with them in Horeb. And Moſes called unto. all Iſrael, 
and ſaid unto them, Ye have ſeen all that the Lord did 
before your eyes in the land of Egypt, unto Pharoah, and 
unto all his ſervants, and unto all his land ; the great 
temptations which thine eyes have ſeen, the ſigns and thoſe 
great miracles. .... Keep therefore the words of this co- 
venant, and do them, that, ye may proſper in all that ye 
do. . That he may eſtabliſh thee to day for a people 
unto himſelf, and that he may be unto thee a God, as he 
hath ſaid unto thee, and as he hath ſworn unto thy fathers, 
to Abraham, to Iſaac, and to Jacob. Ch. xxix. 1-3. 9, 13. 
Aud ſuch was the care of almighty God to ſecure the ho- 
nour of his name and truth, and to prevent, as much as poſ- 
feble, any family or fingle perſon from falling into a ſpirit of 
infidelity, and becoming a ſnare to his people by propagating 
. an opinion, that they were not obliged to conform to all the 
precepts of this general, national covenant, becauſe they were 
not perſonally preſent in the congregation of Iſrael, when 
| this law was made and publiſhed, or from imagining, that 
the evils God threatened to inflict for the breach of his laws 
ſhould not come upon them, though he lived in wickedneſs, 


from a ſuppoſition that they were national and not perſonal, 


' . the Lord has added, ver. 14. Neither with you only do L 


make this covenant, and this oath ; but with him that 
ftandeth here with us this day, before the Lord our God, 
and alſo with him that is not here with us this day: left 
there ſhould be among you man or woman, or family, or 
tribe, whoſe, heart turneth away this day from the Lord 
our God, to go and ſerve the gods of theſe nations; leſt 
there ſhould be among you a root that beareth gall and 
wormwood, and it comes to paſs when he heareth the 
words of this curſe, that he bleſs himſelf in his heart, ſay- 
ing, I ſhall have peace, though I walk in the imagination 
of mine heart, to add drunkenneſs to theft: the Lord will 
not ſpare him, but then the anger of the Lord, and. his 
jealouſy ſhall ſmoak againſt _ man, and all the _ 
eu be 2 _ 


20 Reformation in Religion, 
that are written in this book ſhall lie upon him, and the 

Lord ſhall blot out his name from under heaven. And the 

Lord ſhall ſeparate him unto evil, out of all the tribes of 

Hrael, according to all the curſes of the covenant, that 

are written in this book of the law. So that the generation 

to come of your children, that ſhall riſe up after you, and 

the ſtranger that ſhall come from a far land, ſhall ſay, when 

they ſee the plagues of the land, and the ſickneſſes which the 
Lord hath laid upon it; and that the whole land thereof is 
brimſtone, and ſalt, and burning, that it is not ſown, nor 
beareth, nor any graſs groweth therein, like the overthrow 

of Sodom, and Gomorroh, Admah, and Zeboim, which 

the Lord overthrew in his anger and his wrath : Even all 

nations ſhall ſay, wherefore hath the lord done thus unto 

this land? What meaneth the heat of this great anger ? 

Then men ſhall ſay, becauſe they have forſaken the cove- 

nant of the Lord God of their fathers, which he made 

with them when he brought them forth out of Egypt. 

For they went and ſerved other gods, and worſhipped 
them, gods whom they knew not, and who had not given 
to them any portion. And the anger of the Lord was 
kindled againſt this land, to bring upon it all the curſes 
that are written in this book. And the Lord rooted them 
out of their land, in anger, and in. wrath, and in great 
indignation, and caſt them into another land, as it is at this 

day. The fecret things belong unto the Lord our God: 
but thoſe things which are revealed belong unto us, and 

to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of 
this Law. ver. 29. 

The xxx. Chap. contains encouragement to repentance and 
reformation, by the promiſes of a recovery, and re=eſtabliſh- 
ment in their own land after their ruin and diſperſion far 
their great iniquities and diſobedience ; and that then God 
would rejoyce over them to do them good, and multiply 
them above their fathers. W 7 

In the xxxi. Chap. God appoints the — reading of the 
Law every ſeventh year, before all Iſrael in their hearing 
men and women, and children, and ſtrangers, that thoſe 
which have not known any thing may hear, and that they 
may learn, and fear the Lord your God, and obſerve to 
do all the words of this law. v. 10—13. after which Gd 
from a knowledse of. their evil imagination, even whil/? his 
daily mercies, ſalvations, and wonderful miracles were before 
them, faretells their idolatry and departure from his law, 
and the puniſhments which were afterwards inflicted 2 
| . e them 
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. them. for the ſame. ver. 16—18. And as a meant 10 keep 

alive in their minds, or bring to their remembrance, even in 
the time of their calamitous ſlavery and great diſperſions, in 
order ta beget repentance and reformation in them, God com- 
mands Moſes to write that moft excellent and divine ſong con- 
tained Ch. xxxii. 1—43. that it might teſtify againſt them 
as a witneſs which ſhould not be forgotten out of the 
mouths of their ſeed. ver. 16—21. | 

And we Any that this propbecy concerning them was, as 
here foretold, tos ſaon verified upon them; for, after Joſhua 
and all that generation were gathered unto their fathers : 
there aroſe another generation after them, which knew 
not the Lord, nor yet the works which he had done for 
Iſrael. And the children of Iſrael did evil in the fight of 
the Lord, and ferved Baalim ; and they forſodk the Lord 
God of their fathers, which brought them out of the land 
of Egypt, and followed other gods, of the gods of the peo- 
ple. that were. round about them, and bowed themſelves 
unto them, and provoked the Lord to anger. And they 
forſook the Lord, and ſerved Baalim and Aſhteroth. And 
the anger of the Lord was hot againſt Iſrael and he 
delivered them into hands of ſpoilers that ſpoiled them, 
and he fold them into the hands of their enemies. round 
about, ſo that they could not any longer. ſtand be- 


fore their enemies. Whitherſoever they went out, the 


hand of the Lord was againſt them for evil, as the Lord 
had ſaid, and as the Lord had ſworn unto them, and they 
were greatly diftrefled. 5 
Nevertbelets, the Lord raiſed up judges, which deliver- 
ed them out of the hand of thoſe that ſpoiled them. And 
yet they would not hearken unto their judges, but they 
went a whoring after other gods, and bowed. themſelves 
unto. them: they turned quickly out of the way which 
their fathers walked in, obeying the commandments of the 
Lord: but they did not fo. And when the Lord raiſed 
them up judges, then the Lord was with the judge, and 
delivered them out of the hand of their enemies all the 
days of the judge (for it repented the Lord, becauſe of 
their groanings, by reaſon of them that oppreſſed them, 


_ - andvexed them.) And it-came to paſs when the judge was 


dead, that they returned and corrupted themſelves more 

chan their fathers, in following other gods, to ſerve them; 
and bow. down unto them: they ceaſed not from their 
own doings, nor from their ſtubborn way. And the anger 
of the Lord was hot againſt Iſrael; and he faid, * 
. that 
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that this people hath tranſgreſſed my covenant which I 
commanded their fathers, and have not hearkened unto 
my voice: I will not henceforth drive out any from before 
them of the nations which Joſhua left when he dyed : that 
through them I may prove Iſrael, whether they will keep 
the way of the Lord, to walk therein, as their fathers did 
keep it, or not. Therefore the Lord left thoſe nations 
without driving them out haſtily, neither delivered hz 
them into the hand of Joſhua. .... And they were to 
prove Iſrael by them, to know whether they would hearken 
unto the commandments of the Lord, which he com- 


manded their fathers by the hand of Moſes. Judges ii. 
10—23. Ch. iii. 4. | 


CHEAP; . 


A recital of exemplary puniſhments, inflicted on the Iſraelites, 
and fignal deliverances wrought out for them, whilſt they 
continued under the government of judges, about the ſpace 
of 350 years. | 8 179 2 
A ND the children of Iſrael did evil in the fight of the 
A Lord, and forgot the Lord their God, and ſerved 
aalim, and the groves. Therefore the anger of the Lord 
was hot againſt Iſrael, and he ſold them into the hand of 
Chuſhan-Riſhathaim king of Meſopotamia : and the chil- 
dren of Iſrael ſerved Chuſhan-Riſhathaim eight years. 
And when the children of Iſrael cried unto the Lord, the 
Lord raifed up a deliverer to the children of Iſrael, who 
delivered them, even Othniel the ſon of Kenaz, Caleb's 
ounger brother. And the ſpirit of the Lord came upon 
Fim, and he judged Iſrael, and went out to war; and the 
Lord delivered Chuſhan-Riſhathaim king of Meſopotamia 
into his hand.. . . and the land had reſt forty years. And 
Othniel the ſon of Kenaz died. Judges iii. 711. 
And the children of Iſrael did evil again in the fight of 
the Lord; and the Lord ftrengthened Eglon the King of 
Moab againſt Iſrael, becauſe they had done evil in the fight 
of the Lord. And he gathered unto him the children of 
Ammon and Amalek, and went and ſmote Iſrael, and 
poſſeſſed the city of palm trees. So the children of Iſrael 
ſerved Eglon the king of Moab eighteen years. But when 
the children of Iſrael cried unto the Lord, the Lord raiſed 
them up a deliverer, Ehud the Son of Gera, a Benjamite, 
| ns TDs Of | - ee « and 
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- + +. and he blew a trumpet in the mountain of Ephraim, 
and the children of Iſrael went down with him from the 
mount, and he before them. And he ſaid unto them fol- 
low me ; for the Lord hath delivered your enemies the 
Moabites into your hand. And they went down after 
him, and took the fords of Jordan towards Moab, and 
ſuffered not a man to paſs over. And they flew of Moab 
at that time about ten thouſand men all luſty, and all 
men of valour ; and there eſcaped not a man. So Moab 
was ſubdued that day under the hand of Iſrael: and the 
land had reft fourſcore Years. And after him was Sham- 
gar the ſon of Anath, which flew of the Philiſtines fix 
hundred men with an ox goad, and he alſo delivered Iſrael. 
Jud. iii. 12— 15. 27—31. | 
And the children of Iſrael again did evil in the ſight of 
the Lord when Ehud was dead. And the Lord fold them 
into the hand of Jabin king of Canaan, that reigned in 
Hazor ; the captain of whoſe hoſt was Siſera. . ..And the 
children of Iſrael cried unto the Lord: for he had nine 
hundred chariots of iron: and twenty years he mightily op- 
preſſed Iſrael. And Deborah the propheteſs, the wife of 
Lapidoth, ſhe judged Iſrael at that time.. . And Siſera ga- 
thered together all Jabin's chariots, even nine hundred 
chariots of iron, and all the people that were with him from 
Haroſheth of the Gentiles, unto the river of Kiſhon. And 
Deborah ſaid unto Barak, up; for this is the day in 
which the Lord hath delivered Siſera into thine hand: Is 
not the Lord gone out before thee ? So Barak went down 
from mount Tabor, and ten thouſand men after him. And 
the Lord diſcomfited Siſera and all his chariots, and all 
his hoſts with the edge of the ſword, before Barak ; 
ſo that Siſera lighted down off his chariot, and fled away 
on his feet. But Barak purſued after the chariots, and 
after the hoſt, unto Haroſheth of the Gentiles ; and 
all the hoſt of Siſera fell upon the edge of the ſword, 
and there was not a man left. . . . So God ſubdued on that 
day, Jabin the King of Canaan, before the children of 
Iſrael. And the hand of the children of Iſrael proſpered 
and prevailed againſt Jabin the king of Canaan, until they 
had deſtroyed him. And the land had reſt forty years. 
Jud. iv. 1—4.13—16. 23, 24. ch. v. 31. E 4-104 
And the children of Iſrael did evil in the ſight of the 
Lord, and the Lord delivered them into the hand of Mi- 
dian ſeven years. And the hand of Midian prevailed 
againſt Iſrael, and becauſe of the Midianites the children 
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of Ifracl made them dens which are in the mountains, and 
caves and ſtrong holds. And ſo it was, when Iſrael had 
ſown, that the Midianites came up, and the Amalekites, 
and the children of the eaſt, even they came up againſt 
them, and they encamped againſt them, and deſtroyed 
the increaſe of the earth, till thou come unto Gaza, 
and left no ſuftenance for Iſrael, neither ſheep nor ox, 
nor aſs. For they came up with their cattle and their. 
tents, and they came up as graſshoppers for multitude, 
for both. they and their camels were without number : 
and they entered into the land to deſtroy it. And Iſrael 
was greatly impoveriſhed, becauſe of the Midianites ; 
and the children of Iſrael cried unto the Lord. And it 
came to. paſs when the children of Iſrael cried unto 
the Lord,, becauſe of the Midianites, that the Lord ſent 
a prophet unto the children of Iſrael, which faid unto |. 
them, thus faith the Lord God of Iſrael, I brought you 
up from Egypt, and brought you forth out of the houſe of 
bondage, and I delivered you out of the hand of the Egyp- 
tians, and out of the hand of all that opprefled, you, and 
drove them out from before you, and gave you their 
land; and I ſaid unto you, I am the Lord your God, fear 
not the gods (the kings) of the Amorites in whoſe land 
ye dwell. But ye have not obeyed my voice... . And the 
angel of the Lord appeared unto Gideon, and ſaid unto | 
him, the Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour. 
. And the Lord faid unto him, ſurely I will be with 
thee, and thou ſhalt ſmite the Midianites as one man 
Then all the Midianites and the Amalekites, and children 
of the eaſt were gathered together, and went over, and. 
pitched in the valley of Jezreel. .. And the Lord ſaid un- 
to Gideon by the three hundred men that lapped, will I fave 
you, and deliver the Midianites into thine hand; and let 
the other people go every man unto his place. So the 
people took victuals in their hand, and their trumpets: 
and he ſent all the reſt of Iſrael, every man unto his tent, 
and he retained thoſe three hundred men: and the hoſt of 
Midian was beneath him in the valley, and it came to 
paſs the ſame night, that the Lord ſaid unto him, ariſe, 
get thee down unto the hoſt, for I have delivered it into 
thine hand. . . . And he divided the three hundred men into 
three companies, and put a trumpet in every man's hand, 
with empty pitchers and lamps within the pitchers. . . . 80 
Gideon and the three hundred men that were with him, 
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came unto the outſide of the camp, in the beginning of the 
middle watch; and they had but newly ſet the watch, and 
they blew the trumpets, and broke the pitchers, that were 
in their hands. And three companies blew the trumpets, and 
broke the pitchers, and held the lamps in their left hands, 
and the trumpets in their right hands to blow withal ; and 
they cried, The ſword of the Lord and of Gideon. And the 
ſtood every man in his place round about the camp; and 
the hoſt ran, and cried, and fled. And the three hundred 
blew the trumpets, and the Lord ſet every man's ſword 
againſt his fellow, even throughout all the hoſt : and the hoſt 
fled. ... And the men of Iſrael gathered themſelves together 
out of Naphthali, and out of Aſhur, and out of Manaſſeh, 
and purſued after the Midianites. .... And they took two 

rinces of the Midianites, Oreb and Zeeb: and they flew 
Oreb upon the rock Oreb, and Zeeb they ſlew at the wine 
preſs of Zeeb, and purſued Midian, and brought the heads 
of Oreb and Zeeb, to Gideon on the other fide Jordan. Jud. 
vi. I—10. 12, 16, 33. Ch. vii. 7, 8, 9, 16, 19—23, 25. 

Now Zebah and 1 were in Karkar, and their 
hoſts, with them, about fifteen thouſand men, all that 
were left of all the hoſts of the children of the eaſt: for 
there fell an hundred and twenty thouſand men that drew 
the ſword. And Gideon went up by the way of them 
that dwell in tents, on the eaſt of Naboth and Jogbehah, 
and ſmote the hoſt: for the hoſt was ſecure. And when 
Zebah and Zalmunnah fled, he purſued after them, and 
took the two kings of Midian, Zebah and Zalmunna, and 
diſcomfited all the hoſt, .... And flew Zebah and Zal- 
munna, and took away the ornaments that were on their 
necks. .. . . Thus was Midian ſubdued before the children 
of Iſrael, ſo that they lifted up their heads no more: and 

the country was in quietneſs forty years in the days of 
Gideon. Then the men of Iſrael ſaid unto Gideon, rule 
thou over us, both thou, and thy ſon, and thy ſon's ſon 
alſo: for thou haſt delivered us from the hand of Midian. 
And Gideon ſaid unto them, I will not rule over you, net- 
ther ſhall my ſon rule over you: the Lord ſhall rule over 
you. Jud. viii. 10, 11, 12, 21, 28, 22, 23. 

And it came to paſs as ſoon as Gideon was dead, that 
the children of Iſrael turned again, and went a whoring 
after Baalim, and made Baal-berith their god. And the 
children of Iſrael remembered not the Lord their God, 
who delivered them out of the hands of all their enemies 
on every fide ; neither _— they kindneſs to the * 
885 e 19 595 . 0 
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of Jerubbaal, namely Gideon, according to all the good- 
neſs which he had ſhewed unto Iſrael. ... . And the children 
of Iſrael did evil again in the ſight of the Lord, and ſerved 
Baalim and Aſhteroth, the gods of Syria, and the gods of 
Zidon, and the gods of Moab, and the gods of the chil- 
dren of Ammon, and the gods of the Philiſtines, and for- 
ſook the Lord and ſerved not him. And the anger of the 
Lord was hot againſt Iſrael, and he fold them into the hands 
of the Philiſtines, and into the hands of the children of 
Ammon. And from that year, they vexed and oppreſſed 
the children of Iſrael eighteen years, even all the children 
of Iſrael that were on the other fide Jordan, in the land 
of the Amorites which is Gilead. Moreover, the children 
of Ammon paſſed over- Jordan, to fight alſo againſt Judah, 
and againſt Benjamin, and againſt the houſe of Ephraim ; 
fo that Iſrael was ſore diſtrefled. And the children of 
Iſrael cryed unto the Lord, ſaying, We have ſinned 
againſt thee, both becauſe we have forſaken our God, and 
alſo ſerved Baalim. And the Lord ſaid unto the children 
of Iſrael, did not I deliver you from the Egyptians, and 
from the Amorites, from' the children of Ammon, 
and from the Philiſtines ? The Zidonians alſo, and the 
Amalakites, and the Maonites did oppreſs you, and ye 
cried to me, and I delivered you out of their hand. "Voc 
ye have forſaken me, and ſerved other gods; wherefore I 
will deliver you no more. Go and cry unto the gods which 
ye have choſen ; let them deliver you in the time of your 
tribulation. And the children of Iſrael faid unto the Lord, 
we have ſinned, do thou unto us whatſoever ſeemeth good 
unto thee, deliver us only, we pray, this day. And they 
put away the ſtrange gods from among them, and ſerved 
he Lord: and his ſoul was grieved for the miſery of 
Iſrael. Then the children of Ammon were gathered toge- 
ther,” and encamped in Gilead; and the children of Iſrael 
aſſembled themſelves together, and encamped in Mizpeh. 
And the people and princes of Gilead, ſaid one to another, 
What man is he that will begin to fight againſt the children 
of Ammon? be ſhall be heard over all the inhabitants of 
Gilead. .... Then the ſpirit of the Lord came upon Jep- 
thah, and he paſſed over Gilead, and Manaſſeh, and paſſed 
over Mizpeh of Gilead, and from Mizpeh of Gilead he 
paſled over to the children of Ammon... to fight againſt 
them, and the Lord delivered them into his hands. And 
he ſmote Aroer, even till thou come to Minnith, even 
twenty cities, and unto the plain af the vineyards, with a 
very great laughter. Thus the children of 3 
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ſubdued before the children of: Iſrael. Jud. viii. 33-25. 
Ch. x. 6—18. Ch. xi. 29, 32, 33. x, | 
And the children of Iſrael did evil again in the ſight of the 
Lord, and the .Lord delivered them into the hands of the 
Philiſtines. Judges, ch. xiii. 1. .... And all the houſe of Iſ- 
rael lamented after the Lord. And Samuel ſpake unto all 
the houſe of Iſrael, ſaying, If ye do return unto the Lord 
with all your hearts, then put away the ſtrange gods, and 
Aſhteroth from among you, and prepare your hearts unto 
the Lord, and ſerve him only ; and he will deliver you out 
of the hand of the Philiſtines. Then the children of Iſrael 
did put away Baalim, and Aſhteroth, and ſerved the Lord 
only. And Samuel ſaid, gather all Iſrael to Mizpeh, and 
I will pray for you unto the Lord. And they gathered 
together to Mizpeh, and drew water, and poured it out 
before the Lord, and faſted on that day, and ſaid there, 
we have ſinned againſt the Lord. And Samuel judged the 
children of Iſrael in Mizpeh. And when the Philiſtines 
Heard that the children of Iſrael were gathered together to 
 Mizpeh, the lords of the Philiſtines went up againſt Iſ- 
rae] : and when the children of Iſrael heard it, they were 
afraid of the Philiſtines. And the children of Iſrael ſaid 
unto Samuel, ceaſe not to cry unto the Lord our God 
for us, that he will ſave us out of the hand of the Phi- 
liſtines. And Samuel took a ſucking lamb, and offered it 
for a burnt offering holy unto the Lord : and Samuel 
cried unto the Lord for Iſrael, and the Lord heard him. 
And as Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the 
 Philiftines drew near to battle againſt Iſrael ; but the Lord 
thundered with a great thunder on that day upon the Phi- 
liſtines, and diſcomfited them, and they were ſmitten be- 
fore Iſrael. And the men of. Iſrael went out of Mizpeh, 
and purſued the Philiſtines, and ſmote them until they 
came under Bethcar. Then Samuel took a ſtone, and ſet 
it up between Mezpeh and Shen, and called the name of 
it Ebenezer, ſaying, Hitherto hath the Lord helped us. 
So the Philiſtines were ſubdued, and they came no more 
_ into the coaſt of Iſrael: And the hand of the Lord was 
againſt the Philiftines all the days of Samuel. And the 
cities which the Philiſtines had taken from Iſrael, were 
reſtored to Iſrael, from Ekron even unto Gath, and the 
coaſts thereof did Iſrael deliver out of the hands of the 
Philiſtines, and there was peace between Iſrael and the 
Amorites. And Samuel judged Iſrael all the days of his 
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The prophet Samuel's brief ſummary of what is recited in 
the foregoing chapter. Gods covenant with Iſrael re- 
newed upon their deſiring a king. And the great evil of 
violating a poſitive command from any manner of pre- 
Fences, even 4 thoſe of a religious nature, ſet forth in 
the caſe of Saul | 


HE many juſt, exemplary puniſhments inflifted upon 
the idolatrous diſobedient nation of the Fews, and 
the fignal deliverances ſo wonderfully wrought out for them 
upon their repentance and reformation, in the ſpace of 356 
years as recited in the foregoing chapter, are by the prophet 
Samuel briefly ſummed up in the following words. 1 Sam. 
xii. 6—25. | | 
And tet ſaid unto the people, it is the Lord that 
advanced Moſes and Aaron, and that brought your fa- 
thers up out of the land of Egypt. Now therefore ſtand 
- Mill, that I may reaſon with you before the Lord, of all 
the righteous acts of the Lord, which he did to you and 
your fathers. When Jacob was come into Egypt, and 
your fathers cried unto the Lord, then the Lord ſent Mo- 
ſes and Aaron, which brought forth your fathers out of 
Egypt, and made them dwell in this place. And when 
they forgot' the Lord their God, he fold them into the 
"hands of Siſera, captain of the hoſt of Hazor, and into 
the band of the Philiſtines, and into the hand of the King 
of Moab, and they fought againſt them. And they cried 
unto the Lord, and ſaid, We have finned, becauſe we 
"have forſaken the Lord, and have ſerved Baalim and Aſh- 
*teroth: but now deliver us out of the hand of our ene- 
mies, and we will ſerve thee, and the Lord ſent Jerrub- 
baal, and Beden, and Jephtha, and Samuel, and delivered 
you out of the hand of your enemies on every fide, and 
ye dwelled ſafe. And when ye ſaw that Nahaſh the king 
of the children of Ammon came againſt you, ye ſaid unto 
me, Nay, but a king ſhall reign over us; when the 
Lord your God was your king. Now therefore, behold 
the king whom ye have choſen, and whom ye have de- 
fired, and behold the Lord hath ſet a king over you. If 
ye will fear the Lord and ſerve him, and obey his voice, 
and not r2bel againſt the-commandment of the Lord, then 
ſhall both ye and-alſo the king that reigneth over you, 
continue following the Lord your God, But if ye will 
$- 4. a: & 2 not 
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not obey the voice of the Lord, but rebel againſt the 
commandment of the Lord, then ſhall the hand of the 
Lord be againſt you, as it was againſt your fathers. Now 
therefore ſtand and ſee this great thing which the Lord 
will do before your eyes. Is it not wheat-harveſt to 
day? I will call unto the Lord, and he ſhall fend 
thunder and rain: that ye may perceive and ſee that 
your wickedneſs is very great, which ye have done in the 
ſight of the Lord, in aſking you a king. So Samuel 
called unto the Lord, and the Lord ſent thunder and rain 
that day : and all the people greatly feared the Lord and 
Samuel, and all the people ſaid unto Samuel, pray for thy 
ſervants unto the Lord thy God, that we die not : for we 
have added unto all our {= this evil, to aſk us a king. 
And Samuel ſaid unto the people, fear not (ye have done 
all this wickedneſs : yet turn not aſide from following the 
Lord, but ſerve the Lord with all your heart; and turn 
ye not aſide ; for then ſhould you go after vain things, 
which cannot profit nor deliver, for they are vain.) For 
the Lord will not forſake his people, for his great name's 
ſake: becauſe it hath pleaſed- the Lord to make you his 
people. Moreover, as for me, God forbid that I ſhould 
fin againſt the Lord, in ceaſing to pray for you: but I 
will teach you the good and the right way. Only fear 
the Lord and ſerve him in truth with all your heart : for 
conſider how great things he hath done for you. But if 
ye ſhall ſtil} do wickedly, ye ſhall be conſumed, both you 
and your king. 

The many inſtances, which might be collected from 
ſcripture, of God's ſignal dealings with the Fewiſh nation, 
under the government of their kings, for their departure 
From, and breach of his poſitive commands, I ſhall leave the 
ſerious reader to examine at his leiſure. Some perhaps will 
thin, T have been too tedious already in 1 fo much 

of the ſolemn covenant which God made with them, and 
ſo many inſtances under the government of their judges : of 
their captivities and wonderful ſalvatians: but I have done 
it, that my readers might have the whole 770 in one View, 
.and becauſe there are too many, who, thro inattention or 
indifferency to truth, neglect the examination of texts barely 
referred to, or but briefly quoted. However there is one 
paſſage more which I think it cannot be amiſs to tranſcribe, 
becauſe it plainly ſets forth the great evil of neglecting 
punctually to fulfil the poſutive appointments and commands 
F heaven ; and at the ſame time ſhews, tbat no * of 
1 . Plea, 
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plea, nor any manner of pretence, tho of a religious nature, 
as if intended for the honour and ſervice of God, will be 
admitted by the divine being, as ſufficient to excuſe, or in 
the leaſt degree palliate ſuch a finful neglect, nor ſo far 
ward off the diſpleaſure of God, as to prevent his inflifting 
à Juft puniſhment adequate to the offence, even tho the ſinner 
 eonfeſs his tranſgreſſion, and ſhews ſome figns of repentance ; 
this was the caſe of Saul concerning the command, which he 
36 from God utterly to deftroy the Amalekites. 1 Sam. 
ch. xv. 

Samuel alſo ſaid unto Saul, the Lord ſent me to anoint 
thee to be king over his people, over Iſrael : now therefore 
hearken thou unto the voice of the words of the Lord. 
Thus faith the Lord of hoſts, I remember that which 
Amalek did to Iſrael, how he laid wait for him in the 
way, when he came up from Egypt. Now go, and 
ſmite Amalek, and utterly deſtroy all that they have, and 
ſpare them not; but ſlay. both man and woman, infant 
and ſuckling, ox and ſheep, camel and afs. And Saul 
gathered the people together, and numbered them in Telaim, 
two hundred thouſand footmen, and ten thouſand men of 
Judah. And Saul came to a city of Amalek, and laid wait 
in the valley. And Saul ſaid unto the Kenites, Go, depart, - 
get you down from among the Amalekites, left I deſtroy you 
with them; for ye ſhewed kindneſs to all the children of 
Trac], when they came up out of Egypt. So the Kenites 
departed from among the Amalekites. And Saul ſmote 
the Amalekites from Havilla, until thou come to Shur, 
that is over againſt Egypt. And he took Agag the king 
of the Amalekites alive, and utterly deſtroyed all the 
people with the edge of the ſword. But Saul, and the 
people ſpared Agag, and the beſt of the ſheep, and of the 
oxen, and of the fatlings, and the lambs, and all that 
Was good, and would not utterly deſtroy them; but every 
thing that was vile and refuſe, that they deſtroyed — 
Then came the word of the Lord unto Samuel, ſaying, It 
repenteth me that I have ſet up Saul to be king; for he 
is turned back from following me; and hath not perform- 
ed my commandments. And it grieved Samuel, and he 
cried unto the Lord all night. And when Samuel roſe 
up early to meet Saul in the morning, it was told Sa- 
muel, ſaying, Saul came to Carmel, and behold, he ſet 
him up a place, and is gone about, and paſſed on, and 
gone down to Gilgal, And Samuel came to Saul; and 
Saul faid untò him, bleſſed be thou of the Lord: I have 
performed the commandment of the Lord. And _— 
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faid, what meaneth this bleating of the ſheep in mine ears, 
and the lowing of the oxen which I hear ? And Saul ſaid, 
they have brought them from the Amalekites; for the 


people ſpared the beſt of the ſheep, and of the oxen, to 


ſacrifice unto the Lord thy God, and the reſt we have 
utterly deſtroyed. | 


Then Samuel ſaid unto Saul, Stay, and I will tell thee 
what the Lord hath ſaid to me this night. And he ſaid 
unto him, ſay on. And Samuel ſaid, when thou waſt 
little in thine own fight, waſt thou not made head of the 
| tribes of Iſrael, and the Lord anointed thee king over 
Iſrael? And the Lord ſent thee. on a journey, and ſaid, 
Go, and utterly deſtroy the ſinners, the Amalekites, and 
fight againſt them until they be conſumed. Wherefore 
then didſt thou not obey the voice of the Lord, but didſt 
fly upon the ſpoil, and didſt evil in the ſight of the Lord ? 
And Saul ſaid unto Samuel, yea, I have obeyed the voice 
of the Lord, and have gone the way which the Lord ſent 
me, and have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and 
have utterly * the Amalekites. But the people 
took of the ſpoil, ſheep and oxen, the chief of the things 
which ſhould have been utterly deſtroyed, to ſacriſice un to 
the Lord thy God in Gilgal. And Samuel ſaid, Hath the 
Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and ſacrifices, as 
in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold to obey is bet- 
ter than ſacrifice: and to hearken than the fat of rams. 
For rebellion is as the ſin of witchcraft, and ſtubborneſo 
is as iniquity and idolatry : becauſe thou haſt rejected the 
word of the Lord, he hath alſo rejected thee from bein 

king. And Saul ſaid unto Samuel, I have finned ; for 1 
have tranſgreſſed the commandment of the Lord, and thy 
words; becauſe I feared the people, and obeyed their 
voice. Now therefore, I pray thee, pardon my fin, and 

turn again with me, that I may worſhip the Lord. And 
Samuel ſaid . unto. Saul, I will not return with thee ;. for 
thou haſt rejected the word of the Lord, and the Lord 
bath rejected thee from being king over Iſrael. And as 
Samuel turned about to go away, he laid hold upon the 

ſkirt of his mantle, and it rent. And Samuel ſaid unto 
him, The Lord hath rent the kingdom of Iſrael from thee 
this day, and hath given it to a neighbour of thine, that is 
better than thou. And alſo the ſtrength of Iſrael will not 
lie, nor repent ; for he is not a man that he ſhould re- 

ent. Then he ſaid, I have ſinned, yet honour. me now, 
PF pray thee, before the elders of my people, and before 


| Iſrael, 
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32 —_ Reformation in Religion, 
Iſrael, and turn again with me, that J may worſhip the 


Lord thy God. So Samuel turned again after Saul, and 


Saul worſhipped the Lord. Then ſaid Samuel, Bring you 
hither to me Agag the king of the Amalekites : and Agag 
came unto him delicately. And Agag faid, ſurely the bitter- 
neſs of death is paſt. And Samuel ſaid, As thy ſword 
hath made women childleſs, ſo ſhall thy mother be child- 
leſs among women. And Samuel hewed Agag in pieces 
before the Lord in Gilgal. Then Samuel went to Ramah, 
and Saul went to his houſe to Gibeah of Saul. And 
Samuel came no more to ſee Saul until the day of his 
death : nevertheleſs, Samuel mourned for Saul, and the 
Lord repented that he had made Saul king over Iſrael. 

| go this caſe of Saul, we have another inſtance where- 
in the diſpleaſure of God ; for the breach of a poſitive com- 


mand was ſbetun; in that remarkable > roar which he 


o ſpeedily inflicted upon the man of God, who was ſent by 
10175 2 ecy againſt the 4 as which 79 
made in Bethel. 1 Kings, ch. xiii. 1 
And here I cannot but obſerve that tho ſome perſons, 
who mightily ery up natural religion, and others, who ex- 
tol moral rectitude and wear the chriſtian name, do not- 


withſtanding pretend, that the poſitive commands of God 


under the chriſtian inſtitution namely baptiſm and the 
Lord's ſupper, but more eſpecially the former, are ſuch 


trifling and inſignificant things, that little or no regard is 


due to them; that they may be wholly omitted, or per- 
formed in a manner very different from the divine appoint- 


ment: yet theſe ſignal inſtances of God's diſpleaſure for 
the breach of his poſitive commands are I think ſufficient 
to convince any man that God expects from particular 


perſons, the higheſt, greateſt, and and beſt of men not 
excepted: a' punctual obedience to all his commands, as the 
condition of retaining his favour. 
In Mr. Killingworth's Supplement we have two other 


| inſtances of the like nature; one is, the caſe of Nadab 


and Abihu who were devoured by fire from the Lord; be- 
cauſe they put common fire into their cenſers to offer in- 


cence with, inſtead of fire from off the altar, which was 


to be always burning for that uſe. Lev. x. 1, 2. And the 
other, ſhews how greatly God was offended with the Jew- 


in nation, for offering their facrifices upon altars of brick; 


when he had commanded them to be made of earth, or 
of unhewen ſtone Exod. xx. 24.—Iſa. Ixv. 2, 3. all which 
plainly and ſufficiently prove the great evil of violating 
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the poſitive commands of God; but for brevity. ſake I 
ſhall only refer my ſerious readers to what that author ſays, 
from p. 47. to p. 52. and ſhall cloſe this chapter with juſt 
obſerving, that from the paſſages of ſcripture herein before 
quoted, it is manifeſt, that national proſperity accom- 
panied with all temporal bleſſings, are promiſed and be- 
ſtowed by God upon the public bodies and communities 


of people, when oy have a ſtrict regard to religion and 


virtue. But as this ſubject is ſo excellently handled by our 
great Archbiſhop Tillotſon, in his ſermon upon 1 
xiv. 34. I preſume a tranſcript from thence, will be more 
acceptable to my readers than any thing I can urge. 
But firſt I would juſt remark, that tho his Lordſhip does 
therein chiefly inſiſt on the good and bad effects of virtue 


and vice, yet he aſſures us, that he did not uſe the words 


of his text in a reſtrained, but in a comprehenſive ſenſe, 
ſo as to include all religion and virtue. From whence, 
and from other expreſſions in his ſermon I cannot help 
thinkigg, that he had ſome view to inſtitute religion, as 
well as to moral virtue. But whether he had or no, tis 
ſufficient for what I have now in view, which is only to 
ſhew by a train bf good reaſoning, how advantagious re- 
ligion and virtue are to the public proſperity of a nation: 
and therefore, I think it is very properly applied to my 
purpoſe and the uſe I afterwards make of it. 


CHAP. VI. 


A Tranſcript from Archbiſhop Tillotſon, ſhewing how ad- 
vantageous religion and virtue are to the public proſperity 
of a nation, ] 


ELIGION faith his Lordſhip, doth not only tend 
to make every man happy, conſidered ſingly and in 
a private capacity, but is extremely fitted for the benefit of 
human ſociety. | 
How much religion tends, even to the temporal adyan- 
tage of private perſons, I ſhall not now conſider, becauſe 
my text leads me to diſcourſe of the other : namely to 
ſhew how advantageous religion and virtue are to the pub- 
lic proſperity of a nation, which I take to be the meaning 
of this aphoriſm of Solomon, Righteouſneſs exalteth a na- 
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And here I ſhall not reſtrain righteouſneſs to the parti- 
cular virtue of juſtice, (though in this ſenſe alſo this ſaying 
is moſt true) but enlarge it according to the genius and 
ſtrain of this book of proverbs, in which the words, wiſ- 


dom and righteoufneſs are commonly uſed very compre- 


henſively, fo as to fignify all religion and virtue. And that 
this word is ſo to be taken in the text, may appear further 


from the oppoſition of it to fin or vice in general: Righte- 


ouſneſs exaiteth a nation; but ſin is the reproach of any people. 
You fee then what will be the. ſubje&t of my preſent 
diſcourſe : namely, that religion and virtue are the great 
cauſes of public happineſs and proſperity. | 
And tho the truth of this hath been univerſally acknow- 
ledged, and long enough experienced in the world, yet 


| becauſe the faſhion of the age is to call every thing into 


queſtion, it will be requiſite to ſatisfy men's reaſon about 
it. To which end I ſhall do theſe two things. 
I. Endeavour to give an account of this truth. 
2. To vindicate it from the pretences and inſinuations of 

atheiſtical perſons. | 5 
1. I ſhall give you a two-fold account of it. 

1. From the juſtice of divine providence. 

2. From the natural tendency of the thing. | | 

1. From the juſtice of the divine providence. Indeed, 
as to particular perſons, the providences of God are many 
times promiſcuouſly adminiſtred in this world: ſo that no 
man can certainly conclude God's love or hatred to any 
perſon by any thing that befals him in this life. But God 
does not deal thus with nations. Becauſe public bodies 
and communities of men, as ſuch, can only be rewarded 
and puniſhed in this world. For in the next all public ſo- 
cieties and combinations, wherein men are now linked to- 
gether under ſeveral governments, ſhall be diffolved. God 
will not then reward or puniſh nations, as nations ; but every 
man ſhall then give an account of himſelf to God, and receive 
his own reward, and bear his own burden. For altho 
God accounts it no diſparagement to his juſtice to let par- 
ticular good men ſuffer in this world, and paſs thro many 
tribulations into the kingdom of God ; becauſe there is a- 
nother day a caming, which will be a more proper ſeaſon of 


- rewards, yet in the uſual courſe of his providence, he re- 


compenceth religious and virtuous nations with temporal 
bleſſings and proſperity. For which reaſon St. Auſtin tells 
us, that the mighty ſucceſs and long proſperity of the Ro- 
mans, was a reward given them by God, ſor their emi- 
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nent juſtice and temperance, and other virtues. And on 
the other hand, God many times ſuffers the moſt grievous 
ſins of particular perſons to go unpuniſhed in this world; 
becauſe he knows that his juſtice will have another and 
better opportunity to meet and reckon with them. But 
the general and crying ſins of a nation, unleſs they be 
prevented by a general repentance, never ſcape publick 
judgments. God may defer his judgments for a time, 
and give a people a longer ſpace of repentance; he may 
ſtay till the iniquities of a nation be full : but ſooner or 
later, his vengeance will overtake them. And uſually the 
longer puniſhment is delayed, it is the heavier when it 
comes. | 
Now all this is very reaſonable, becauſe this world is the 
only ſeaſon for national puniſhments. And indeed they 
are in a great degree neceſſary, for the preſent vindication 
of the honour and majeſty of the divine laws, and to 
give ſome check to the overflowing of wickedneſs. Pub- 
lic judgments are the banks and ſhores upon which God 
breaks the inſolency of ſinners, and ſtays their proud 
waves. And though among men, the multitude of of- 
fenders be many times a cauſe of impunity ; becauſe of 
the weakneſs of human governments, which are glad to 
ſpare, when they are not ſtrong enough to puniſh : yet 
in the government of God, things are quite otherwiſe, 
No combination of ſinners is too hard for him; and the 
pou and more numerous the offenders are, the more 
is juſtice is concerned to vindicate the affront. Howy 
ever God may paſs by ſingle ſinners in this world, yet 
When a nation combines againſt him, when hand joins in 
Hand; the wicked ſhall not go unpuniſbed. | 
This the ſcripture declares to be the ſettled courſe 
of God's providence ; that a righteous nation ſhall be 
happy. Iſa. xxii. 17. The work of righteouſneſs ſhall be 
peace; and the effeft of righteouſneſs, quietneſs and aſ- 
furance for ever. And on the other hand, that he uſeth 
to ſhower. down his judgments upon a wicked people; 
He turneth a 44 fo land into barreneſs; for the wicked- 
neſs of them that dwell therein. Pſal. cvii. 34. | 
And the experience of all ages hath made this good. 
All along the hiſtory of the old Teſtament, we find the 
interchangeable providences of God towards the people of 
Ifrael always ſuited to their manners. They were con- 
ſtantly proſperous or afflicted, according as piety and vir- 
tue flouriſhed or declined. * them. And God did 
F 7 not 
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not only exerciſe this providence towards his own peo- 
ple, but he dealt thus alſo with other nations. The Ro- 
man empire, whilft the virtue of that people remained 
firm, was ſtrong as iron, as It is repreſented in the pro- 
phecy of Daniel: but upon the diſſolution of their man- 
ners, the iron began to be mixed with the miry clay, and 
the feet upon which that empire ſtood to be broken. 
And tho God in the adminiſtration of his juſtice, be not 
tied to precedents ; and we cannot argue from ſcripture 
examples, that the providences of God towards other 
nations, ſhall in all circumſtances be conformble to his 
dealings with the people of Iſrael; yet thus much may 
with great probability be collected from them; that as 
God always bleſſed that people, while they were obedient 
to him; and followed them with his judgments, when 
they rebelled againſt him: ſo he will alſo deal with other 
nations. Becauſe the reaſon of thoſe diſpenſations, as to 
the main and ſubſtance of them, ſeems to be perpetual, 
and founded in that which can never change, vi. the 
Juſtice of the divine providence. | 
_ 2dly, The truth of this further appears from the natu- 
ral tendency of the ng. For religion in general, and 
every particular virtue, doth in its own nature conduce to 
the public intereſt, | 
Religion, whenever it is truely planted, is certainly the 
greateſt obligation-upon conſcience to all civil offices, and 
moral duties. Chaſtity and temperance, and induſtry, do 
in their own nature tend to health and plenty. Truth 
and fidelity in all 'our dealings, do create mutual love, 
and good will, and confidence among men; which are 
the great bands of. peace. And on the contrary, wicked- 
neſs doth in its own nature. produce many public miſ- 
chiefs, For as ſins are linked together, and draw on one 
another: ſo almoſt every vice hath ſome temporal incon- 
venience annexed to it, and naturally following it. In- 
_ temperance and Juſt breed infirmities and Aiſcafes, which 
being propagated, ſpoil the ſtrain of a nation. Idleneſs 


and luxury bring forth poverty and want; and this 


tempts men to injuſtice, and that cauſeth enmities and 
animoſities, and theſe bring on ſtrife and confuſion and 
every evil work. This philoſophical account of public 
trouble and confuſions St, James gives us, Ch. iv. 1. 
dente come wars and fightings among you? are they not 
bene even from your own luſts, that war. in your . 
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But I ſhall ſhew more particularly, that religion and. 
virtue do naturally tend to the good. order, and more eaſy 
government of human ſociety : becauſe they have a good 

influence both upon magiſtrates and ſubjects. | 
I. Upon magiſtrates. Religion teacheth them to rule 
over men in the fear of God; becauſe tho they be gods 
on earth, yet they are ſubjects of heaven, and accountable 


to him who is higher than the higheſt in this world. Re- 


- ligion in a magiſtrate ſtrengthens his authority, becauſe it 
procures veneration, and gains a reputation to it. And 
in all the affairs of this world, ſo much reputation is really 
ſo. much power. We ſee that piety and virtue where they 
are found among men of lower degree, will command 
ſome reverence and reſpect: but in perſons of eminent 
place and dignity, they are ſeated to a great advantage; ſo 
as to caſt a luſtre upon their very place, and by a ſtrong 
reflection to double the beams of majeſty. Whereas im- 
piety and vice do ſtrangely. leſſen greatneſs, and do ſe- 
cretly and unavoidably derive ſome weakneſs upon au- 
thority itſelf. Of this the ſcripture gives us a remark- 


able inſtance in David. For among other things which 


made the ſons of Zeruiah too hard for him, this probably 
Was none of the leaſt, that they were particularly con- 
ſcious to his crimes. | | 
2. Religion hath a good influence upon the people to 
make them obedient to government ; and peaceable one 
towards another. 8 
1. To make them obedient to government, and con- 
formable to laws; and that not only for wrath, and out 
of fear of the magiſtrate's power; which is but a weak 
and looſe principle of obedience, and will ceaſe whenever 
men can rebel with ſafety, and to advantage; but out of 
conſcience, which is a firm and conſtant, and laſting 
principle, and will hold a man faſt, when all other obli- 
gations will break. He that hath imbibed the true prin- 
- ciples of chriſtianity, is not to be tempted from his obe- 
dience and ſubjection by any worldly conſideration ;| be- 
cauſe he believes that whoſoever reſiſteth authority, reſiſteth 
the ordinance of God; and that they who reſiſt ſhall receive 
to themſelves damnation. | = 
2. Religion tends to make men peacefble one towards 
another. For it. endeavours to plant all thoſe qualities 
and diſpoſitions in men, which tend to peace and unity; 
and to fill men with a ſpirit of univerſal love and good- 
will. It endeavours likewiſe to ſecure every man's mu 
| | | reſt, 
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reſt, by commanding the obſervation of that great rule of 
equity, Whatſoever ye would that men ſhould do unto 
you, do ye even ſo to them, by enjoining, that truth and 
fidelity be inviolably obſerved in all our words, promiſes 
and contracts. And in order hereunto, it requires the 
extirpation of all thoſe paſſions and vices, which render 
men unfociable and troublefome to one another, as pride, 
cCovetouſneſs, and injuſtice, hatred and revenge and cruel- 
ty; and thoſe likewiſe, which are not ſo commonly re- 
puted vices, as ſelf-conceit, and peremptorineſs in a man's 
own opinion; and all peeviſhneſs, and incompliance of 
humour in things lawful and indifferent. And that theſe 
are the proper effects of a true piety, the doctrine of our 
Saviour and his apoſtles every where teacheth us. Now if 
this be the deſign of religion, to bring us to this temper 3 
thus to heal the natures of men, and to ſweeten their ſpi- 
rits ; to correct their paſſions, and to mortify all theſe 
luſts which are the cauſes of enmity and diviſion ; then it 
is evident, that in its own nature, it tends to the peace 
and happineſs of human ſociety; and that if men would 
but live as religion requires they ſhould do, the world 
would be a quiet habitation, a moſt lovely and deſirable 
place, in compariſon of what now it is. And indeed, | the 
true reaſon why the ſocieties of men are ſo full of tumult 
and diſorder, ſo troubleſome and tempeſtuous, is becauſe 
there is ſo little of true religion among men; ſo that 
were it not for ſome ſmall remainders of piety and virtue, 
which are yet left ſcattered among mankind, human ſo- 
ciety would in a ſhort ſpace diſband and run into con- 
uſion; they earth would grow wild and become a great 
foreſt, and mankind would turn beaſts of prey one to- 
wards another. And if this diſcourſe hold true, ſurely 
then one would think, that virtue would find itſelf a 
ſeat wherever human ſocieties are, and that religion 
ſhould be owned and encouraged in the word until men 
ceaſe to be governed by reaſon.. . 

Thus I have endeavoured to evidence and vindicate this 
truth. I ſhall only draw an inference or two from this 
diſcourſe, and ſo conclude. 5 ä 

1. If this diſcourſe be true, then thoſe who are in place 
of power and authority are particularly concerned to main- 
tain the honour of religion. . 4 
2. It concerns every one to live in the practice of it. 

I. To maintain the honour of religion, which doth not 
only tend to every man's future happineſs, but is the beſt 
| inſtrument 
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inſtrument of civil government and of the temporal proſ- 
perity of a nation. For the whole deſign of it is, to pro- 
cure the private and public happineſs of mankind ; and to 
reſtrain men from all thoſe things, which would make 
them miſerable and guilty to themſelves, unpeaceable 
and troubleſome to the world. Religion hath ſo great an 
influence upon the felicity of men that it ought to be up- 
held, and the veneration of it maintained : not only out 
of a juſt dread of the divine vengeance in another world, 
but out of a regard to the temporal peace and proſperity 
of men. It will requite all the kindneſs and honour we 
can do it, by the advantages it will bring to civil govern- 
ment, and by the bleſſing it will draw down upon it: God 
hath promiſed, that thoſe that honour him he will honour; 
and in the common courſe of his providence, he uſually 
makes this good. So that the civil authority ought to be 
very tender of the honour of God and religion, if for no 
other reaſon, yet out of reaſon of ſtate. 

It were to be wiſht that all men were ſo piouſly diſ- 
poſed, that religion by its own authority, and the reaſon- 
able force of it, might be ſufficient to eſtabliſh its empire 
in the minds of men. But the corruptions of men will 
always make a ſtrong oppoſition againſt it. And there- 
fore, at the firſt planting of the chriſtian religion in the 
world, God was pleaſed to accompany it with a miraculous 
power: but after it was planted, this extraordinary power 
ceaſed; and God hath now left it to be maintained and 
ſupported by more ordinary and human ways, by the 
countenance of authority, and the aſſiſtance of laws; 
which were never more neceſlary than in this degenerate 
age, which is prodigiouſly ſunk into atheiſm and profaneneſs, 
and is running headlong into an humour of ſcoffing at God 
and religion, and every thing that is ſacred. For ſome 
ages before the reformation, atheiſm was confined to Italy, 
and had its chief reſidence at Rome. All the mention that 
is of it in the hiſtory of theſe times, the papiſts them- 
. ſelves give us in the lives of their own, popes and car- 

dinals; excepting two or three {mal} philoſophers that 
were retainers to that court. So that this, atheiſtical hu- 
mour among chriſtians, was the ſpawn of the groſs ſuper- 
ſtitions, and corrupt manners of the Romiſh church and 
court. And indeed nothing is more naturai, than for ex- 
tremes in religion to beget one another ; like the vibrations 
of a pendulum, which the more violently you ſwing it one 
way, the farther it will return the other. But in the laſt 


age, 
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age, atheiſm travelled over the Alps, and infected France; 
and now of late it hath croſſed the ſeas and invaded our na- 
tion, and hath prevailed to amazement. For I do not think, 
that there are any people in the world, that are generally 


more indiſpoſed to it, and can worſe brook it; ſeriouſneſs 
and zeal in religion being almoſt the natural temper of the 


Engliſh.' So that nothing is to me matter of greater 


wonder, than that in a grave and ſober nation, profaneneſs 
ſhould ever come to gain ſo much ground, and the beſt 
and wiſeſt religion in the world to be made the ſcorn of 
fools. For beſides the profane and atheiſtical diſcourſes 


about God and religion, and the bold and ſenſeleſs abuſes 


of his ſacred book, the great inſtrument of our ſalvation, 


which are ſo frequent in the public places of reſort; I 
ſay, beſides theſe, (I ſpeak it knowingly) a man can hard- 
ly paſs the ſtreets, without having his ears grated and 
peirced with ſuch horrid and blaſphemous oaths and curſes 
as are enough, if we were guilty of no other fin, to fink 
a nation. And this not only from the tribe that wear 
liveries, but from thoſe that go before them, and ſhould 
give better example. Is it not then high time, that the 


laws ſhould provide by the moſt prudent and effeQual 


means, to curb theſe bold and inſolent defiers of heaven? 
who take a pride in being monſters, and boaſt themſelves 
in the follies and deformities of human nature. The 
Heathens would not ſuffer their gods to be reviled, which 
yet were no gods. And ſhall it, among the true profeſſors 
of religion, be allowed to any man to make a mock of 
him that made heaven and earth, and to breath out blaſ- 
phemies againſt him, who gives us life and breath, and 


all things? I doubt not but hypocriſy is a great. wicked- 


neſs, and very odious to God; but by no means of fo 
pernicious example, as open profaneneſs. Hypocriſy is a 


more modeft way of ſinning, it ſhews ſome reverence to 


religion, and does ſo far own the worth and excellency of 
it, as to acknowledge that it deſerves to be counterfeited : 
whereas profaneneſs-declares openly againſt it, and endea- 


vours to make a party to drive it out of the world. 
2. It concerns every one to live in the practice of reli- 


gion and virtue; becauſe the public happineſs and proſ- 
perity depends upon it. It is moſt apparent that of late 
years, religion is very ſenſibly declined among us. The 
manners of men have almoſt been univerſally corrupted by 
a civil war. We ſhould therefore all jointly: endeavour 


to retrieve the ancient virtue of the nation, and bring in- 


to 
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to faſhion again that ſolid and ſubſtantial, that plain and 
unaffected piety, (free from the extreams both of ſuperſti- 
tion, and enthuſiaſm). which flouriſhed in the age of our 
immediate fore . fathers. Which did not conſiſt in idle 
talk, but in real effects; in a ſincere love of God, and of 
our neighbours: in a pious devotion and reverence towards 
the divine Majeſty, and in the virtuous aQtions of a good 
life; in the denial of ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and in 
living ſoberly, and righteoufly, and godly in this preſent 
World, This were the true way to reconcile God to us, 
to ſtop the courſe of his judgments, and to bring down the 
bleſſings of heaven upon us. ag . 
God hath now been pleaſed to ſettle us again in peace 
both at home and abroad, and he hath put us once more 
into the hands of our own council, life and death, bleſſing 
and curſing, proſperity and deſtruction are before us. We 
may chooſe our own fortune ;; and if we be not wanting 
to oürſelves we may under the influences of God's grace 
and aſſiſtance; which is never wanting to our ſincere en- 
deavours; become a happy and proſperous pebple: 
The good God make us all wiſe, to know, and to do 
the things that belong to the temporal peace and proſperity 
of the nation; and to the eternal happineſs and ſalvation 
of every one of our ſouls; which we humbly beg for the 
ſake of - Jeſus Chriſt, to whom, &c. 
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CHAP. VAL 


The Aut hor's uſe of the laſt quotation, ſhetwing that it agrees 
with the chriſtian inſtitution, and his concluſion from the 
Whole, . FH : 


F what his lordſhip ſo judiciouſly obſerved, as recited 
in the foregoing chapter, That religion in general and 
every particular virtue; doth in its own nature conduce to the 
public intereſt, is the beſt inſtrument of civil government, 
and naturally tends ta the peace and happineſs, to the good 
order and more eaſy government of human ſociety, to ſtop the 
courſe of God's judgments, and to bring down the bleſſings of 
heaven upon them; are the great cauſes of public happineſs, 
for which in the uſual courſe of providence God recompenceth 
religious and virtuous nations with temporal bleſſings and 
proſperity ; if all along the * of the old n 
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42 KNeformation in Religion, 
find the interchangeable providences of God towards the pes- 
ple af Iſrael always ſuited to their manners; ſo that they 
were conflantly proſperous or affiitted according as piety and 

virtue flouriſhed or declined amongſt them, And if thus much 


may with great probability be collected from them, That as 


God always bleſſed that people while they were obedient to 
him, and followed them with his judgments when they re- 
belled againſt him : ſo he will alſo deal with other nations 
becauſe the reaſon of thoſe diſpenſations as to the main and 
fubNlance of them, ſeems to be perpetual, and founded in that 


which can never change, viz, the juſtice of the divine provi- 


dence. If the experience of all ages has made this good, If 
the truth of this has been univerſally acknowledged and long 
enough experienced in the world. Nay, If the ſcripture de- 
clares this to be the (ſettled courſe of God's providence, that 
a righteous nation ſball be happy, 1ja. xxxii. 17. And on the 
other hand, that he uſeth to ſhower down his judgments upon 
a wicked people: or as the Pſalmiſt expreſſeth it, Pſal. cvii. 
He turneth a fruitful land into barrenneſs : for the wicked- 
weſs of them that dwell therein: Then all men, more ef- 
pecially thoſe who are placed in authority, and have the 
reins of government in their hands, are peculiarly concern- 
ed to maintain the honour of religion, in order for their own 
and the public happineſs ; and ſhould therefore moſt aſſi- 
duouſly diſcountenance a ſpirit of infidelity and profaneneſs ; 
they ould never ridicule divine inſtitutions, nor make a 
jeſt of the ſcrupulous and zealous profeſſors of chriſtianity ; 
but, to the utmoſt of their power, promote. virtue and 
true religion. | | 


. * 


And this reaſoning of his lordſhip is very agreeable to 


the chriſtian inſtitution which aſſures us, That godlineſs is 
profitable unto all things, having promiſe of the life that now 
i, and of that which is to come. I. Tim. iv. 8. In which 
words I preſume, St. Paul alludes to that promiſe which 
the great author of our holy religion was pleaſed to make, 
when preaching to the multitudes ſoon after he entered 
upon his public miniftration ; that all temporal comforts, 
ſo far as was neceſſary, would be beſtowed by our heavenly 


_ Father upon the truly religious. Take no thought, ſays he... 


what ye ſhall eat, or what 5 Hall drink, or wherewith all 
ye ſhall be cloathed. .... But ſeek firſt the kingdom of God 
and his righteouſneſs, and all theſe things ſhall be added unto 
30u. This ſeems to have been intended as a motive to 


excite, and encourage his diſciples" and followers in the 


practice 


, 
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practice of true piety, and to keep them from a tco 
anxious care about the things of this life. But to all thoſe, 
who from a ſincere principle of love to God and to di- 
vine truth, preferred his honour and the promotion of his 
cauſe before their temporal intereſt, the favour of friends, 
or worldly honours, he has promiſed manifold more in this 
preſent time, and in the world to come life everlaſting. Mat. 
xix. 27—30. Mar. x. 28, 31. Luke xviii. 28, 29. And 
if God beftows ſuch abundant rewards here upon true piety 
in particular perſons, notwithſtanding the appointed day of 
retribution 3 when ſuch exceeding unſpeakable glories are 
_ promiſed to be given them in the future world, what 
bleſſings may not be juſtly expected to deſcend upon pub- 
lic communities of people, when they are careful to 
maintain the honour of God by a due regard to religion 
and virtue, becauſe this world is the only ſeaſon, in which 
they can as ſuch be rewarded and diſtinguiſhed with his 
favour and bleſſing? And from hence therefore we may 
reaſonably conelude, according to his lordſhip's argu- 
ment in ſupport of his firſt inference : That © religion 
< hath ſo great an influence upon the felicity of men, that 
© it ought carefully to be upheld, and the veneration of 
it maintained; not only out of a juſt dread of the di- 
vine vengeance in another world, but out of a regard 
to the temporal peace and proſperity of men. It will 
requite all the kindneſs and honour we can do it, by 
the advantages it will bring to, civil government, and 
by the bleflings it will draw down upon it. God hath 
promiſed that thoſe that honour him, he will honour ;\ 
and in the common courſe of his providence, he uſually 
© makes this good. So that the civil authority ought to 
© be very tender of the honour of God and religion, if- 
© for no other reaſon, yet out of reaſon of ſtate." ? 

I will not pretend to ſay, that if ſuch a reformation in 
religion was once eſtabliſhed, as the Friendly Epiſtle here- 
with publiſhed, was intended to promote, it would draw - 
down all the bleflings of providence upon our land, and 
be the means under divine influence, notwithſtanding for- 
mer diſappointments, to procure us ſuch ſucceſs againſt,” 
and victory over all our enemies abroad, as praiſed be (odd 
we have been ſo ſignally bleſſed with over our rebellious 
enemies at home. But it is remarkable that God be- 
ſtowed this bleſſing upon us after our legiſlators had en- 
tered upon a reformation, and had made ſome progreſs in 
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44 Reformation i in Religion, 


a neceſlary law to prevent profane curſi 
—__ fin > apons Sans it may juſtly be 2 nat 
only a bold and inſolent defiance of heaven, provoking to 
the Almighty, a ſcandal and reproach to religion; but 
alſo a breach of good manners, for men rudely and auda- 
ciouſſy to affront and perſecute other peoples ears, with 


- their vile ſpeeches ; and by horrid blaſphemous oaths and 


curſes, drive. thoſe out of their company who never of- 
fended them, but are more worthy their reſpe& and imi- 
tation for decency of language. An evil highly worthy 


the cogniſance of our legiſlators to redreſs. And the law | 


which they haye paſſed to remove fuch wickedneſs from 
our — has given a general joy and pleaſure to all the 
religious part of the kin gdom. And if our reformation 
be not reſtrained to this — evil, but is extended as far 
as the F riendly Epiſtle, and the nature of the chriſtian re- 

ion requires, we might then hope for {till further tokens 
of God's favour. For I think it cannot be denied by 
any, who believe the Bible, that the nearer we come to, 
and the more exactly we obſerve all the appointments and 
precepts of his holy word, the greater confidence we may 
have in the divine promiſes, and the more reaſan to ex- 
pect, that he will always give ſucceſs to our lawful under- 
takings, by the interpoſition of his kind and favourable 
providence | in our behalf. | 

As to the matter of the following Epiſtle to the Biſhops 
and Miniſters of the Church of England, I ſhall ſay no- 
thing. They to whom it is addre ſſed are able to judge of 


the reaſonableneſs and fitneſs of it. My view in re- 
printing it is to revive the ſubject, in hopes that if what is 


erein propoſed, as a foundation for the general union 
and communion of all proteſtants in this kingdom, ſhould 
not be thought in every reſpect ſo ſuitable to the preſent 
ſtate of things, and the circumſtances of our clergy, as 
t be deſired; it may yet be the means to excite ſome 
earned prelate, or other able hand, to propound ſome 
thing more effectual for reforming the errors of our eſtab- 
liſhed church, and putting an end to thoſe cauſes of ſe- 
axation "RA her, conſiſtent with the truth and purity 
f the Chriſtian inſtitution, both in faith and practice. 
And this is become the more neceſſary, becauſe of the 


| advantage which our unhappy miſtakes abaut baptiſm as 


yell as other things now give, to the "prevailing ſpirit of 
AE; ok 11 great decay of ſerious ee * 
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is almoſt every where to be ſeen among us: and which 
I apprehend, is moſt likely to be revived again by-ſuch a 
reformation, - | 
As to the livings in the church of England, it is poſſi» 
ble our preſent. incumbents may be no ſufferers; but if 
they ſhould. in any thing, give up. ſome temporal advan · 
tage for the ſake of truth, they cannot but know, that 
God is able, and they have reaſon to believe, that he will 
make ample amends to thaſe, who are ſincere; becauſe 
he hath promiſed an hundred fold now in this time... and 
in the world to come eternal life. Mark x. 30. nod 
But whatever our clergy may think, or do in regard to 
the contents of it, 1 hope they will all allow, that it was 
well deſigned, and that it breathes a true catholic ſpirit, 
tho written in a perſecuting age. And from the many con- 
ceſſions, which the moſt eminent and learned chriſtians of all 
denominations have ſo often and fo frankly made concern 
ing the points in debate between us and thoſe of the _ 
perſwaſion, many of which are to be met with in the Sup- 
plement, and in the ſame author's Remarks before referred 
to; as well as in other writings upon that ſubje& pub- 
liſhed from time to time by them. One ſpecimen of this 
my readers will find in the remarkable letter of that 
pon prelate Dr. Barlow, recited in the following Friend- 
y Epiſtle. And I am of opinion, that if the propoſals in 
that Epiſtle were once agreed to; it would effectually 
prevent future diviſions; and put a ſpeedy end to moſt of 
the ſeparations which now ſubſiſt; by happily uniting us 
all in one chriſtian communion. This is a thing moſt 
deſirable and worthy to be ſought after. But I am per- 
ſwaded it can ſcaice ever be accompliſhed, unleſs it be 
upon ſome ſuch plan, as is here propoſed ; nor ought this 
attempt to be deſpiſed, becauſe it did not proceed from 
thoſe who were dignified with titles of honour, and placed. 
in high ſtations amongſt men, but from ſuch who were 
low, and mean, and contemptible in the eye of the 
work. - ©: | 
And here, in the words of the late worthy and learned 
Mr. Stennet, * cannot chooſe but lament, that ſo many 
ious and learned men ſhould find themſelves ſo fettered 
b the tyranny of cuſtom and tradition, that tho they - 


PER 


* Anſwer to Ruſſen, p. 189. | 
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46 — Reformation in Religion, &c. 
-  Eannot but aſpire after the liberty of practiſing the ordi- 
nances of Chriſt, according to the primitive pattern; and 
now and then let go ſome ſighs and wiſhes, to expreſs 
the ſenſe of their minds on this head; yet they ſeem to 
want that degree of reſolution, and firmneſs of mind, 

which is neceſſary to attempt ſuch a reformation. 

Too many are afraid of the conſequences of altering 
old traditions, -and ſeem rather diſpoſed to tolerate abuſes, 
than to redreſs them : not enough conſidering, that it is 
every man's duty to reform his own practice, and to en- 
deavour to reform that of others, ſo far as he is capable in 
his ſtation 3 that there can be no good excuſe framed, to 
palliate the violation of plain inſtitutions; that the long 
or general practice of a cuſtom that wants a foundation in 
the word of God, makes the reaſons that are urged for a 
reformation ſo much the ſtronger ; and that whatſoever 
names of reproach may be given to thoſe, who have the 
courage to ſtem the tide of vulgar errors and abuſes, they 
act an honourable part in eſpouſing the cauſe. of truth, 
which is the cauſe of God; For thoſe who honour him, 
r | 
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PREFACE 
READER. 


= 4 HE complaint is both great and juſt, that chriſtians 


are ſo divided amongſt themſelves, that it's hard 
for an impartial chriſtian to find where to fix for 

his own comfortable ſociety. And this calamity is much 
aggravated by the backwardneſs of each party to offer any 
thing to accommodate theſe differences, each expecting 
rather that their oppoſites ſhould wholly conform to their 
ſentiments, and relinquiſh their own. ; 5 

And what may be thought (in that caſe) of this preſent 
overture we cannot certainly divine, nor will be too con- 
fident that there is nothing of that nature in it. But of 
this we will be confident, that the things here deſired, do 
carry much of their reaſonableneſs in the very nature of 
them, and have their approbation both from the ſacred 
word, and the works of thoſe to whom they now addreſs 
themſelves for a chriſtian compliance. | 

But it will be ſaid, Pat are the men that make this 
overture? es 

Our anſwer is, We are the ſervants of the living God ; 
or, We are chriſtians ; and having ſeen the diſcords and 
ruins which have befallen the chriſtian nations, do heartily 


deſire thoſe breaches may be made up. And as it is not, 


ſo *tis hoped it will not be deemed, any tranſgreſſion of 
the law of God or man for any chriſtians to ſeek for peace 
one with another in the“ truth, notwithſtanding their 
differing circumſtances in reſpe&t of worldly honours, or 
the diſparity of their education ; ſeeing they ought all to 
be cloathed with, humility ; the ſtrong to bear the infirmity of 
the weak, and not to pleaſe themſelves, The brother of high 


| 


®* By truth in this place we intend chiefly what is needful to a true 
church - ſtate, and an holy life. | oo ; 
5 | H degree 
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degree to rejoyce in that be is made low, and the chief to be- 


come ſervant to the reſt. 
hen Paul heard of the diviſions which happened in the 
church at Corinth, how does he blame them for their car- 
nality as the cauſe, and beſtir himſelf to recover their uni- 
ty, in the truth which at fir/? they had received? 1 Cor. i. 
10. Now I leſeech you brethren by the name of our Lord 
Jeſus Chrift, that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, and that 
there be no diviſions among you, but that ye be perfectly joyn- 
ed together, in the ſame mind, and in the ſame jhdgment. 
Referring them to the foundation, and rule of all chriſtian 
unity, that only Chrift was crucified for them; that Chriſt 
#5 not to be divided; and that they were baptized in the 
name of Chriſt, and that therefore they ſhould not follow 
any man, but as be follows Chri/?. W 8 | 
But it ſeems this great apoſtle did not live to ſee an end 1 
of their diviſions, as appears not only from the cloſe of his laſt 
epiſtle to them, 2 Cor. xii. 20, 21. but alſo from the epiſtle 
of Clement (who ſurvived him) which he wrote upon the 
occaſion of that angedly ſedition (ſo he calls it) which had 
kindled among them through pride and ſelflove, which he 
vehemently laboured to extinguiſh by many arguments, but 
ſpecially by reducing them to the bleſſed example of Chriſt 
their leader, and the praQtiſe of ſuch as lived after a godly 
fort. His words are theſe: 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord the ſcepter of the majeſty of God, 
came not in vain boaſting of arrogance and pride, al- 
c though he could do all things, but in humility of mind, 
According, as the oy ſpirit had ſpoken concerning him. 
% See, beloved friends, what an example is given 
6 unto us: for if the Lord was ſo humble, what ſhall we 
% do, who are come under the yoke of his grace? 
let us ſtick to theſe therefore who live godly and peace- 
6c ably, and not to them who hypocritically only ſeem to 
5 deſire peace: for ſomewhere he ſaith, they bleſſed with 
© their mouth, but with their heart they curſed⁊xäͤͤ 
e for their heart was not right. with him, neither were 
ec they ſtedfaſt in his covenant.” 5 
Now if the points in controverſy among the chriſtians 
-at Corinth, were of as great moment as ours (as that may 
be made evident; ) then tis as rational for us to ſeek for 
Concord each with other, as it was for Paul and Clement 


88 
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to ſeek to unite them. And hence we are the more de- 
ſirous to make this preſent overture for chriſtian amity 
with the pious proteſtants in the church of England, for 
divers Cauſes: And firſt; | 

As it is very evident there hath been a great departure from 
the ſimplicity of the goſpel (both in the form and power of 
it) ſince the plantation of it in the world by Chrift and 

| his apoſtles ; ſo alfo it is certain that many good men in 
ages paſt, as well as in this prefent age, have ſtill been la- 
bouring (and that often-times under great trials) for the 
reſtoration of the truth to its purity, ſome in one point, 

and ſome in another more eſpecially. 
And here the Engliſh proteftant hath been as active as 
others, ſome in reforming divers things in doctrine and 
practice ; others in keeping the ground they have gained, 
againſt the oppoſers of reformation. ' 

Now this work (as it is of God,) ought to be carried 
on in the nations of the world to its perfection. Namely, 
till the truths of the goſpel be delivered from all humane 

innovations which have incumbred it, to the diſturbance 
of the peace of chriſtians in all ages ſince they found op- 
portunity to croud themſelves into the ſervice of God. 
But the great obſtruction of this work of reformation, 
has been the falling out of the reformers among them- 
ſelves. And this is the cafe of the ſober proteſtant, and 
the baptiſed believer, in this age and nation: the latter 
not ſo honouring the firſt as he ought, with reſpect to 
what God hath done by him; and the former deſpiſing the 
latter, by whom God 1s pleaſed (notwithſtanding) to bring 
to light ſome antient truths which the former overſliped, 
or took not due notice of. And by this impatience. and 
diſreſpe& in each towards other, they prove inimical to 
the very work, which in the main they both delign to 
promote. | 

It is the way of ingenuous men in reviving decayed arts, 
to honour their predeceſſors, though inferior to them- 
ſelves, and to encourage thoſe that ſucceed to attempt 
things more excellent. Why are not chriſtians as in- 
genuous in their endeavours to reſtore decayed religion? 
There is nothing in the author of our profeſſion, or the 
profeſſion itſelf, but .candor and ingenuity. Wherefore 
if we intend the furtherance of the work of reformation, 
hitherto carried on through manifold aMiCtions, let us 
timely conſider our common intereſt, which is to make 
one ſhoulder to defend what our anceſtors have worthily 
: H 2 atcheived 
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fame age, and able to anſwer for 
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atcheived z as alſo to joyn our induſtry for the reſtoration 
of every truth which they omitted, 

2. Our ſecond motive ſhall reſpect the 39 articles of the 
church of England, in which if a few things (which are 
not-of the ſubſtance of the chriſtian religion) were ex- 
plained or amended, it were a very eaſy thing for the 
church of England, and the baptiſed believers of this na- 
tion, to compoſe their differences in a point of doctrine 
and faith, as touching the baſis, or foundation of the 
chriſtian religion. And the intent that unity may be here- 


in attained between us, we ſhall humbly beg leave with 


plainneſs to ſhew (when we offer our propoſals) the par- 
ticulars whereof we are doubtful in ſome of the ſaid 
articles. ; 
Our third motive to ſeek for concord with the pious 
roteſtant, is the contents of that remarkable “ letter, 
g ſince ſent to Mr. J. Tombes, B. D. (upon occaſion 
of his learned diſputations concerning the reſtauration of 
holy baptiſm to its primitive uſe) and written by that reve- 
rend man Dr. Barlow, now lord biſhop of Lincoln, 
which verbatim is as followeth : | 
— 7 am à friend to your perſon (whom I have known 
(though unknown to you) this thirty-one years) and to your 
opinion too (as to the main of it); for I believe and know, 
that there is neither precept nor- practice in ſcripture for 
pedobaptiſm, nor any juſt evidence for it, for about two 
hundred years after Chrift, The fiſt who bears witneſs to 
infant baptiſm prattiſed in the church, is Tertullian, but ſo, 
as be exprefly diſhkes and condemns it as an unwarrantable 
and irrational cuſtome. And Nazianzen a good while after 
bim in his Oration zs dh Bal wa, diſlikes it too, and 
would not have infants brought to 7 till they were of 
themſelves. Sure 1 am 
that in the primitive times they were wh to be catechument, 
and then ver{Sw)s, illuminati, or baptizati, and this not on- 
ly children of pagans, or pagans converted, but children of 
ebriftian parents, Nazianzen (though a biſhop's ſon) 
being not baptized till he was about thirty years of age, as 


appears in his life ; and the like is evident of ſome others. 


The truth is, infant baptiſm did (how or by whom I know 


2 
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= 


This letter has been printed about twenty-four years, and never yet 
gontradicted by Dr. Barlow. See Mr. Tombe's preface to the reader 
in the third part cf his full review of the diſpute concerning infant bap- 
tiſm, p. 8, gr | | | 


not) 
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not) come in, in the ſecond century, and in the third and 
fourth began to be practiſed, though not generally, and de- 
ended as lawful from that text (grofly miſunderſtood) Joh. 
ili. 5. Upon the like groſs miſtake of Foh. vi. 53. they did 
for many centuries (bath in the Greek and Latin church) com- 
municate infants, and give them. the Lord's ſupper, and I 
confeſs they might do both as well as either : but altho they 
baptized ſame infants, and thought it lawful ſo to do, yet 
Auflin was the firſt that ever ſaid it was neceſſary inde durus 
pater infantum. I have ſeen what my learned and worthy 
Friend Dr. Hammond, Mr. Baxter and others ſay in defence 
of it, and I confeſs I wonder not a little that men of ſuch 
great parts ſhould ſay { much to ſo little purpoſe, for I have 
not yet ſeen any thing like an argument for it. 
And not only this letter, but many other teſtimonies 
which are found in the writings of learned proteſtants * 
to the ſame purpoſe (as hath been ſhewn by divers hands 
in our books now extant) do greatly perſwade us to hope, 
that the controverſies about baptiſm draw towards an end, 
and were this point well agreed, many other things would 
be therewith ſo moderated, as that we ſhould (by God's 
help) approach that bleſſing, to have one heart and one 
way. ee {tf 
4. Our fourth motive is taken from the great dread 
which ſeems to be at preſent upon this land, of the en- 
eroachment of popery : but what is in this God knoweth, 
nor ſhall we concern ourſelves with ſecrets. And ſeeing 
it is rational to believe, that nothing ſhall: ſooner bring 
ſuch fears and heavy judgments upon us, than difſentions 
and diviſions (in which there is too much diſſenting from 
the truth) therefore do we the more earneſtly defire to diſ- 
poſe our minds to unite in truth and charity, with all ſuch 
as love God and their neighbour, and walk according 
to the general rules of chriſtianity : reſolving to bear what 
(with a good conſcience) may be born for peace: fake in 
the truth, in which we ſhall (upon a friendly and free de- 
bate) be agreed. | 
Our laſt and principal motive, is, That hereby God 
ſhall be glorified, in the furtherance of a faithful and im- 


* Mr, Baxter tells us, many both papiſts and prelatiſts, have main- 
tained that infant baptiſm is not determined in ſcripture, but depends on 
the tradition of the church. Def. Princ. of Love, p. 7. And Dr. Jer. Tay- 
lor ells us, there is no prime tradition for infant baptiſm, See his Diſ- 
ſwaſ. from Popery. | 


partial 
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partial reformation of life and religion, when we who 
have had ſo great a ſhare in contending one againſt another, 
ſhall after a chriſtian and manly ſort, ceaſe our conflicts 
each with other, by ſtooping to what of ſincere truth hath 
appeared in our diſputes : and not leaye our diviſions here- 
ditary to our poſterity, but rather a pious example of our 


charity to be by them purſued. 


For ſeeing it is a rational preſumption, that there hath 
been ſaid: what well can be ſaid, on both ſides ; what then 
remains but that we bend our minds to ceaſe our ſtrife by 
ſuch a chriſtian compliance, as may juſtly render us wil- 
ling to be overcome by truth on both parts, where the 
matter ſhall require it. | | 

And herein let none V much conſuſt his own glory as the 
good chriſtians in general; as it is written, Let no man ſeek 
Bis own, but every man another's wealth, And again, Let 
every one F ns pleaſe his neighbour for his good to edification. 
And let that chriſtian ſpeech of Clement come to mind and 
conclude this Preface : | SE 

is there any one then ( ſaith he) that is bravely — 
among you ? Is there any one that hath ING ? Deth any 
ane abound with charity? Let him ſay, F this contention 
( [edition or ſchiſm) be for me, or by my means, I will de- 


part, I will go my ways whitherſoever you pleaſe; I will do 


what the reſt commands. Only the ſheepfold of Chriſt enjoy 
peace with * the elders which God hath placed over it, He 
that ſhall do this, ſhall purchaſe to himſelf great glory in the 
Lord, and every place ſhall receive him. e 


_—_—_—— 


Note, that the divifion at Corinth was occaſioned by laying afide 
the primitive inſtitution of Chriſt concerning the miniſtry, the ancient 
biſhops or elders being thruſt out, c. And our diviſions are occafioned 
by either the laying afide, or the not duly obſerving Chriſt's ordinances 
touching the conſtitution and government of his church according to the 
primitive pattern. 5 | 


The 


The Author's Prayer to God, for his Bleſſing 
upon this preſent endeavour for concord 
amongſt Diſſenting Chriſtians. 


8 Moſt mighty, maſt holy, and moſt gracious God 1 
* What are we that we ſhould ſpeak uuto thee, the 
5 God of heaven and earth? Me beſeech thee pardon 
our unworthineſs, and for the ſake of Chriſt our Saviour, 
hear this prayer, which in his name we do with our whole 
. heart, pour out before thy majeſty. 
| O Lord, in thy fatherly compaſſion behold the ſad di- 
. viſions which have befallen the chriſtian people through- . 
W out the whole world. And ſeeing nothing is too hard 
for thee, graciouſly be pleaſed to move upon the hearts of all 
ſober and heavenly minded chriſtians (however differing an 
ſome points concerning the chriſtian profeſſion) and ſo work 
by the ſpirit of power, love and wiſdom, that they may be 
fo united in bratherly affeftion, as ſpeedily to conſider one 
another in love : and have compaſſion one of anotber under 
their unhappy differences in opinion. O deſtroy the ſpirit of 
pride and BLOODTHIRSTINESS from amongſt the chriſtian 
people. And let all that are called by that name be aſhamed 
that ever ſuch wrath hath been found amongſt them, and 
let them be hunibled before thy majeſty in the remembrance of 
= 4 it, O Lord, we beſeech thee. | | 
| Moft gracious God, we confeſs unto thee, we are not 
worthy to undertake any thing in behalf of the peace and 
unity of divided chriſtians : but thou (O God) that de- 
ſpiſeft not the baſe and weak things of the world, be in- 
treated to bleſs our preſent enterprize, as it is conſiſtent with 
thy pleaſure, to the good of thy people univerſally ; that they 
may be one in truth and peace, according to thy word, which 
is truth, — 

We beſeech thee to bow the heart of the mighty, the 
wiſe and honourable in the chriſtian nation, to ſtudy 
truth and peace, to condeſcend to any thing for thy glory and 
thy peoples happineſs : and we pray, that none who are 
called by thy name, may be any longer puffed up, for one, 

and againſt another. O teach thoſe that love thee to rive 
| together with one mind for the truth and power of religion 
according to the goſpel. PIP 
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Good Lord, be intreated for thy name's ſake, in behalf 
of all thoſe that are of pious meaning, in theſe nations eſpe- 
cially, that their hearts being intirely knit together in the 
great and more neceſſary parts of thy worſhip, they may glo- 
rify thy name with one conſent, by a charitable forbearance, 
in things which are not ſinful in thy fight, HT 10 
Me entreat thee (our God) make us thy ſervants ever 
10 be ready on our parts, to evidence by act, what here we _ oy 
 - Propoſe in wards, and grant thy ſpirit to enable us here- 
in ta ſerve thee, and all ſuch as fear ther, and love thy 
teſtimonies. N * | 
And grant that none of thy people may uncharitably cen- 
fure this our undertaking for concord among ft thy ſervants. 
Grant them patience to confider what is here offercd, and 
wherein we may ſeem deficient herein, lead others to ſupply 
what ts wanting, that through thy bleſſing upon our united 
endeavours," the good here. intended may be proſperouſiy pro- 
- moted, to thy praiſe, O Lord, to the great increaſe of - 
charity, and therewith to the true comfort of thy people 
throughout the whole world. Even ſo, Lord God Almighty ; 
Even ſo. Amen. LESS . 
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of Chriſt, to lay aſide (a little) thoſe exterior 
honours which are conferred upon you, and to 
condeſcend to men of low degree, and in that condeſcen- 
ſion ſeriouſly to ponder, what is herein with humility and 


MI it pleaſe you in the meekneſs and gentleneſs 


ſincerity ſubmitted to your conſideration. 


We do ſeriouſly account it a part of our infelicity, to 
ſee the diſtractions and diviſions, which are in our land, 


about things relating to the worſhip of God, and our Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt; and therewithal it is too evident that 


the power of godlineſs is much neglected, and the ways 
of chriſtianity greatly depraved, whereupon many that love 
the Lord Jeſus, are ſo eftranged among themſelves, as to 
become adverſaries to their own peace, and the comfort of 
each other. | 5 

May it then pleaſe God, to lead us all to the conſidera - 
tion of theſe ill effects, and to remove the cauſes of them. 
And ſeeing we may perhaps be under worſe apprehenſions 
concerning one another, than there is real cauſe for, let 
it be calmly conſidered. on both parts, that our greateſt 
differences are about ceremonies ; and thoſe alſo of human 
device (as we conceive) the beſt of which are not worth 


the loſs of one ſoul, and therefore in no wiſe fit to ad- 


venture the breach of oe peace and chriſtian concord, 


for 
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for their ſake which may be the cauſe of periſhing to 


many. | 

7 May it therefore ſeem well pleaſing to you, the biſhops 
of - the church of England, with your brethren of the 
miniſtry, to admit of ſome friendly and free debate with 
the . and teachers of the baptized churches in this 
nation; to try if by any means a way may be found to 
bring us to chriſtian concord in the goſpel of God. 

To effect this, is either impoſhble, or difficult only. 
Not the firſt, ſince our differences lie not in the doctrinal 
part of any foundation- article of the chriſtian religion, ſo 
much as in the application or practick part of them. 

For to touch a little the grand points about which we 
differ, viz. ſacred baptiſm, and the diſcipline of the church, 
'of theſe we ſpeak the ſame thing; for thus you teach, 
That in baptiſm there is an inward and ſpiritual grace, 
and an outward and ay? © and that repentance, 
whereby wwe forſake in, and faith whereby we fedfaſtly be- 
lieve the promiſes of God made to us in that ſacrament, are 
the things required of all perſons that are to be baptized * . 
And hereunto we do moſt heartily ſubſcribe. 

And touching holy diſcipline, your doctrine is, that the 
manner of proceeding in excommunication, is firſt by gentle 
admonition, and that once or twice given with the ſpirit of 
meekneſs, 4 the fault be not notoriouſly known © and next by 
open reprebenſion, afterwards by publick ſentence FA the church 
to put him from the company of the faithful, to deliver him to 
ſatan, to denounce him an heathen and a publican, if no 
admonitions will ſerve, and the crimes be very offenſive. To 
this doctrine likewiſe we do give our full conſent, 

Nevertheleſs it muſt be granted a very great difficulty 
(as things now ſtand) to reform what is really amiſs on 


: Four part in the practice relating to thoſe two points of 
-- the chriſtian religion; eſpecially ſeeing that the worldly 


intereſt of ſo many carnal- minded men, ſeems to depend 


C 5 upon the contiguation of the errors which have befallen 


vou in the practice of theſe holy inſtitutes. | 
- Howbeit this difficulty is not greater than it was to re- 
form, what was as really amiſs in that great ordinance, the 
Lord's table, whether we conſider their error who for ma- 
ny centuries gave the communion to infants ; or theirs, - 
who by their tranſub/tantiation deſtroy the very nature of 

the ſacrament. - 5 1 


. 
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® See your church catechiſm, 
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Nor ſhall we here forget, but thankfully remember the 
great travel and ſufferings of your martyrs, and the pious 
zeal, which appeared in many of them when called to re- 
duce that holy ordinance of the Lord's ſupper from many 
corruptions, by which it had been prophaned. | 
But yet we muſt needs condole their ſhortneſs, in not 
looking with like diligence into the priſtine purity of the 
other ſacrament. By which overſight, we which ſurvive 


them, are expoſed the more to our preſent difficulties. 
And hence we may borrow that paſſage in 1 Chron. xv. 


13. Becauſe ye did it not at the firſt, therefore the Lord 
our God made a breach upon us, for that we ſought him not 
2 the due order. And here we ought to learn, that 
eeing God would not indulge his ſervant David in ſuch an 
overſight (when yet his intention was very pious) he will 
have his own methods duly obſerved in things pertaining 
to his ſervice. | Bi 

Your wiſdoms know very well who hath ſaid, A little 


leaven leaveneth the whole lump ; and that every plant which 
the heavenly Father hath not planted, muſt be rooted up; 


and how vain the worſhip (even of the true God) is eſteem- 
ed by Chriſt, which is taught by the precepts of men? All 
which cries aloud that religion be reſtored to its primitive 
purity, that ſo men may give-unto God the things that 
are God's, and ceaſe to ſerve him with their on in- 
ventions. . 

What we ſhall here propoſe to theſe holy ends, is no 
more than what at preſent we conceive to be very need- 
ful; howbeit we may not preſcribe to you, but only offer 
an occaſion to your wiſdoms to conſider us as chriſtians, 
Kot as enemies. For it is evident that thoſe coercive ways 
which ſome incline to, and under which we have been, 
and ſtill are exerciſed, are not like to effect chriſtian ami- 


ty and unity, but rather to make the breach much wider. 


That then it may pleaſe God (even the God of peace) 
to direct your wiſdoms to thoſe wholeſome methods, 
which may be natural to procure and continue a laſting 
peace between us in the truth of the goſpel, ſhall be our 

rayer to him for you, and in whoſe fear we humbly make 
theſe following propoſals. And firſt. | | 
I. Concerning the thirty-nine Articles, & e. | 
As we have already hinted, that (in our judgment) ſome 
things in the thirty- nine articles of the church do admit f 
ſome amendment, we ſhall * humbly . Wy A 
2 4 ou 
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doubts in that caſe, that the fundamentals being ſecured, 
other things may the more eaſily be reconciled. 
1. Our firſt ſcruple concerns the third article, where it 
requires, belief that Chriſt went down into hell, beſides 
his being in the ſtate of the dead, and buried in the ſepul- 
chre. Now this paſlage is ſo dubious, as that even Mr. 
Rogers, who wrote a book in defence of the thirty nine 
articles, doth confeſs, that the native and undoubted ſenſe 
of this article is not known, fo that we conceive it ought 
not to be required as an article neceſſary to the chriſti- 
an * faith. TR 

2. In the eighth article all things contained in the three 


reeds, are required [thoroughly to be believed, ] in fome - 


of which, is the faid clauſe, of Chriſt's deſcenſion into bell, 
(the meaning whereof is doubtful.) And ſome terms in 
the. creed -of Athanaſius, are ſo hard to. be underſtood, 
that we think they ought not to be impoſed. as neceflary : 
we humbly conceive the modeſty of Hillary, more ſafe 
than ſome of the zealous ſpeeches of Athanaſius, who 
tells us that + whatſoever is uſed more than the Father, 
Son, and Holy Gheft, is beyond the compaſs of fpeech, 
ee the reach of ſenſe, and the capacity of underſtanding.” 
And though he had uſed the words [three hypoſtaſis] yet 
confeſſes This is to do things unlawful, to ſpeak that 
„ which ought not to be ſpaken, to attempt things not 
„ licenſed, to put things in peril of the ſpeech of men, 
which ought to be kept in the religiouſneſs of minds.“ 
And Auſtin confeſſes that it ought not to be ſpoken, [how] 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are three. A holy Tri- 
Nity there is, but [how] it ſubſiſteth God only knoweth. 
And here both the modeſty and caution of Mr. Calvin 
alſo, is worth our conſideration, who ſpeaking of the 
titles, or expreſſians, viz. 4 Trinity of perſons in the unity 
F the Gadbead, faith, + | 

' Tf the names baue not been without cauſe invented, we 
' qught io take heed that in rejecting them we be not juſtly 
blamed of proud preſumptuouſneſss I wauld to Ged (ſaith 
he) they were ſo buried indeed; fo that THIS FAITH 
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And it is granted by learned protefiants, that this clauſe of Chriſt's de- 
ſcent into hell, was not always in the fouth article of the creed, as the 
Nicene creed, and divers others do witneſs, See Mr. Roſs's Abridgment 
of Divinity, page Air F | a 0 

7 See Mr. Calvin's Inſtit. L. I. Chap. xiii, Sect. 5, out of whom this 
Quotation is taken, + YL : | 


WERE 
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WERE AGREED OF ALL MEN, that the Father, and Son 
and Holy Ghoft are ONE God, and yet that the Father is not 
the Son, nor the Holy Ghoſt the Son, but diftin& by certain 
properties, Inſtit. 1. i. c. x. ſect. 5. ; a 

3. The thirteenth article would have it believed, that 
no works done without faith in Feſus Chriſt, are pleaſant to 
God, &c, which we think is doubtful, conſidering how it 
is ſaid that the prayers and alms of Cornelius were come up 
for a memorial before Ged. Acts x. 1, 2, 3. yet it is certain 
he did not then know Jeſus Chriſt. N 

4+ The eighteenth article ſeems doubtful, where it 
teacheth, that none can be ſaved who diligently frame their 
life according to the light or law of nature, &c. Whereas 
if God have given them no other law or light to walk 
by, we conceive it more ſafe for us to leave them to the 
Lord (who will not gather where he hath not ſtrewed) 
than thus to cenſure them. MO DT 

5. The ſecond paragraph of the twenty-ſeventh article 


may be well omitted, ſeeing it is granted by learned pro- 
teſtants, that there is no plain ſcripture for infant baptiſm. 


Inſtead of which paragraph it may ſafely be inſerted, that 
the infants of chriſtians ſhould be devoted to God by 
prayer and bleſſing, which may be juſtified by the law of 
nature, and ſpecially by the words of Chriſt. Mat. xix. 6. 

6. The thirty Bak article not neceſſary to be impoſed 
as an article of the chriſtian faith, ſeeing that book of con- 
ſecration of archbiſhops, biſhops, ordering of prieſts and dea- 
cons, is not of divine authority; and it muſt needs be more 
ſafe to refer the buſineſs of conſecration, or ordaining 
Chriſt's miniſters (of what rank ſoever) to the rules given 


in the holy ſcripture. 


And hence we do farther conceive, it is very. needful 
that thoſe ſevere ſentences of excommunication contained 
in the book of canons and conſtitutions eccleſiaſtical (eſpe- 
cially theſe. two, contained in Can. 4. and 9.) be recalled, 
For ſeeing they themſelves (that compoſed the thirty-nine 


articles) were but men, though pious men, (and therefore 


(as themſelves teach, Art. 21.) might poſſibly err, even in 
things pertaining to God. Therefore (as they further ſay) 
things ordained by them, have neither ſtrength nor autho- 
rity, 7 it may be declared, that they be taken out of the 

od. Nor ought the church to enforce any thing 
to be believed for neceſſity of ſalvation, which is either 


. againſt or beſides the word of God, as they alſo teach, 
Art. 20. Thus much of the thirty- nine articles. | 


II. Con- 
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IT. Concerning the viſible church of Chriſt. | 
1. As it is rightly acknowledged by chriſtians generally, 


and particularly by thoſe of the church of England, Art. 


19. That the church of Chriſt is a congregation 7 faithful 
men, in which the pure word of God is preached, and the 


ſacraments duly adminiſtred according to Chriſt's ordinance, 


in all thoſe things which of neceſſity are requiſite to the ſame z 
ſo it may be as truly obſerved that none be admitted mem- 
bers of this viſible church, or myſtical body of Chrift ; 
till they give evidence that they are faithful, at leaſt by 
their perſonal profeſſion of the faith of Chriſt ; and wil- 
lingneſs to walk in newneſs of life, according to the prin- 


_ Ciples or general rules of the chriſtian religion, contained 
in the holy ſcriptures, the rule of faith. | 


2. And ſeeing it is the work of God through which 
man with the heart believeth unto righteouſneſs, from 
which faith only can proceed that confeſſion with the 
mouth which is to ſalvation; that therefore it may be 
firmly agreed, that human force or violence is not the 
means ordained of God to propagate the chureh of Chriſt. 


But that preaching the goſpel, and walking holily in cha- 


rity towards all men, are the true and proper means to 


enereaſe the church according to the will and command- 


ment of the everlaſting God, made known to all nations 
in that behalf. | 5 
III. Concerning regeneration and baptiſm. 

1. That as converſion. or regeneration is neceſlary to 
the chriſtian ſtate of every ſinner, ſo it may be jointly 
held and profeſſed that the baptiſm of repentance, for re- 
miſſion of fins, is an ordinance of Chriſt, and neceſſary 
to the admiſſion of all men to the privileges of his 
church : and that the things required of all that are to be 
baptized, are repentance whereby they forſake fin, and 
faith, whereby they ſtedfaſtly believe the promiſes of God, 
made to them in that ſacrament. _ 3 


2. That as it is granted on all hands, that immerſion in 


water agrees beſt with the word baptize, and was the pri- 
mitive way of baptizing : ſo this ordinance may therein be 
reſtored to its purity according to its primitive inſtitution 3 
and that to this end, there may be baptiſterions, or fit 
places, to baptize in, appointed for the ſolemn performance 
of this ordinance. ; TP Es 
IV. Concerning infants, or little children. 


1. That all infants of chriſtians be ſolemnly devoted to 


Chriſt by prayer and bleſſing, and that the minifters of 


3 


Chriſt 


7 ͤ·˙—·⁰vvli 9 
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Chriſt be aſſiſtant in this work, not forbidding them this 
bleſſing, Mat. xix. 13, 14. 


2. That every miniſter of Chriſt reſiding * any coun- 


try- village be obliged, in conſideration of convenient 


maintenance, to teach all the children in his precincts to 
read the holy ſcriptures, and to inſtruct them in the prin- 
ciples of the chriſtian religion ( Heb. vi. 1, 2.) and that 
they may be baptized, when they ſhall profeſs repentance 
towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
And that the like care be uſed in cities, and great towns, 
in ſuch manner as may be moſt convenient. a 
V. Concerning laying on of hands, by ſome called confirmation. 
1. That the fourth principle of Chriſt's doctrine (called 
laying on of hands,) be reſtored to its due uſe and purity 
in the church; namely, that when any converts are bap- 
tized, then prayer with the /aying on of hands, be ſpeedil 
made to God for them, that they may receive the promiſe 


of the ſpirit by faith, and that it may retain its ancient 


titles, given it by the Holy Ghoſt, (viz.) laying on of 
hands, or a principle of the doctrine of Cbriſt. | 
2. To the end this ſervice of God be not neglected, 
that it may be allowed, that all faithful overſeers of parti- 
cular congregations, may perform this ſervice upon the 
newly baptiſed; ſpecially in the abſence of ſuch a miniſter 
as has a more general charge, be he called the angel, or 


meſſenger of the churches. And that care be taken that 


the chriſtians who have not known this ' principle of 

Chriſt's doctrine, be deliberately inſtructed concerning it, 

before they be made conformable to it. : 

VI. Concerning publick prayers, and the manner of ſinging 
the praiſes of God in the churches. And of the removal 
of ſuch ceremonies as ſerve not to edification. 


1. Seeing the prayers contained in holy ſcripture (and 


eſpecially the Lord's Prayer) are ſufficient to direct the 
man of God in that duty of prayer in the church, that 
therefore the book of common prayer be not impoſed, 
and that it may be in the liberty of the miniſter to pray 
in the church according to the ability which God hath 


given him, that ſo the ſpirit of prayer, as well as the or- 


der of it, may be preſerved. _ 
2. That it be jointly agreed that ſinging the praiſes of 


God in pſalms, hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs, is a holy or- 


dinance of God, and that the order and ſpirit of that du- 
ty be reſtored. (God aſſiſting) according to 1 Cor. xiv. and 
other rules contained in the holy ſcripture, And that 


 mulical , 
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muſical inſtruments, bowing to the altar, the ſign of the 
5 croſs, the ſurplice, or any other, unneceſſary ceremony, 
4 | be prudently removed out of the ſervice of God in all 
= _ churches. : | ; Y 
VII. Concerning church-diſcipline. 
1. That the exerciſe of diſcipline be reſtored in all 
churches according to the ſcriptures, and the doctrine of 
the church of England, before recited in this epiſtle. 
2. To the intent that no ſinner be indulged in bis ini- 
quity for money, that it may not be permitted that any 
officer concerned in the execution of diſcipline, take any 
manner of fees of the offenders, or any other perſon for 
them : and that ſuch miniſters be entruſted with the ex- 
erciſe of diſcipline, as are men of known integrity, holi- 
neſs and ſelf-denial. And that holy diſcipline be executed 
in or near the places where the offences are committed, 
according to the order of the primitive churches. 
3 VIII. Concerning ordination and preaching the word. | 
f | 1. That the election and ordination of miniſters, of 
| what rank ſoever, be reftored (wherein it ſhall appear to 
1 have been neglected) in the moſt ſolemn manner that may 
8 
| 


be, according to the ſcriptures: and that ſuch miniſters, 
[ among the baptized believers, as ſhall be found to have 
= been fo elected and ordained, be allowed to preach the 
4 goſpel, to edify the people, and to diſpenſe the holy ordi- 
-- nances. | | * 
2. That the primitive liberty of propheſying to edifi- 
| cation, exhortation, and comfort, — a N to the 
| church, i. e. as it ſhall pleaſe God to give men the gift of 
teaching, exhortation, &c. they may be permitted with 
prudence to edify the people by the modeſt exerciſe of 
their gifts in the churches. | 

IX. Concerning the maintenance of Chriſt's miniſters, and 

| : 5 2 the relief of poor chriſtians. 

4 1. That it be agreed, that the relief of the poor, and 
| that thoſe who preach the goſpel ſhould live of the goſpel, 
are God's ordinances, and to be performed with all faith- 
fulneſs by all chriſtians according to their ability. But 
; that the methods for performance of them, are tythes for 
=... the one, or aſſeſſment for the other, is only jure humane, 
AS and that therefore the ſame power magiſtratical which 
gave being to theſe methods may lawfully alter the ſame 

to the better, when they pleaſe. _ eg 
2. And that therefore it be further agreed and declared, 
that the way aſſigned in holy fcripture for the 8 oy 
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Chriſt's miniſters, and the relief of poor chriſtians, is by 


a free contribution, to be conſtantly upheld in the churches, 
according to every one's ability; and the money fo col- 


lected to be entruſted in the hands of the deacons of the 
church, and by them to be faithfully diſtributed as occaſion 
requires. And that therefore ſuch as will ſtand to Chriſt's 
allowance, and for his name-ſake miniſter the goſpel freely 
to the Gentiles, may be ſtil] had in reputation; and ſent 
forth by the church to reſtore chriſtianity where it is cor- 


rupted; and to plant the goſpel where it is not known. 


| X. Concerning ſeparation, 
1. It's here propounded, as greatly neceſſary to a true 


chriſtian ſtate, that ſome effectual courſe be reſolved upon, 


to keep (as far as may be conſiſtent with truth and charity) 


a a holy and juſt diſtinction, between thoſe who lead wicked 


and ſcandalous lives, and them that live holily, according 
to the general rules of chriſtianity, without reſpect of 
perſons. | FR 

2. That this care be taken more eſpecially concerning 
the miniſtry ; otherwiſe we ſhall ftill have multitudes of 
prophane and debauched men ſet up as leaders. And we 


| fee by experience the people are too ready to follow their 


ill examples, and the conſequence muſt needs be lamen- 
table; as it is written, They cat up the fins of my People ; and 


ſet their heart on their iniguities, and there ſhall be like people 


life prieſt ; and Iwill puniſh them for their ways, and re- 


. £wward them their doings. Jer. xv. 18. 


II. Concerning the means to effett the unity deſired. 

1. That it would pleaſe you, the biſhops of the church 
of England, to petition the King's majeſty, that it may 
be made lawful by an act of parliament, or by his royal 
permiſſion, for a competent number of repreſentatives of 
ſuch difſenters, as have a mind to unite with the church 
of England, to meet in chriſtian counſel with your ſelves, 
and to agree (upon mature deliberation) on ſuch articles as 
may (if God ſee it good) put a period to our preſent ani- 
moſities and diviſions. Ty 1 

2. That if theſe propoſals do not hold agreement with 
the good old way of chriſtianity, then we deſire they may 
be rejected, and that you would be pleaſed to propoſe 
things which may be more effectual to procure the unity 
deſired. For our record is on high, and we have alſo the 
teſtimony of our conſcience, that in ſimplicity, and godly 
ſincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of God, 


Ve deſire to have our converſation in the goipel with you, 


2 K ; | alld 
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"and with all that love Chriſt in our nation. Truſting ia 
the Lord, that the uniting of ſuch in the truth in general, 
may effectually move many to jealouſy with themſelves, 
who are now entangled in error, or involved in prophane- 
neſs, that they may be converted from the evil of their 
ways, and conſequently our nation to abound with all bleſ- 
ſings, eſpecially the blefling of the goſpel of peace. For 
. gedlineſs hath the promiſe of the life that now is, and of that 
which ts to come. LN 5 | 
Finally, If theſe endeavours for chriſtian concord with 
all that fear God, and work rghteouſneſs in this nation, be 
rejected, yet herein ſhall we have ſome peace and comfort, 
that we have made the beſt eſſay we could for brotherly 
concord with them: Being alſo ſeriouſly defirous utterly to. 
forget all the hard things which in time paſt we have ſuffered 
from our country men. Hoping that the ſober proteſtant 
hath had good occaſion by this time to obſerve, that God 
Almighty hath pleaded the innocency of our principles 
and purpoſe, from the evils too frequently and moſt un- 
juſtly ſuggeſted againſt them; and that therefore we may 
now With the greater freedom of fpeech, expreſs our ſelves 
as in the premiſes, and conclude with the modeſt ſpeech of 
_ Auguſtine. ; | 
, * This then is our deſire, which we do alledge by theſe let- 
ters unto your Reverence, Firſt, F it may be 150% 
confer with our biſhops peaceably and quietly, to the end that 
error be taken away from thoſe in whom it ſhall be found, 
and not that men be taken away, and not puniſhed, but gent- 
ty corrected. fob 
But before we ſhut up this epiſtle, it will be needful to 
anſwer two objections which may ſeem to be of great force 
againſt what we have ſaid. _ V 
05. 1. It will be objected, That we aft or deſire many 
things, and grant but few. . ty 
Anſ. 1. That we hope we have deſired nothing but 
What is rational, according to the ſound principles of 
chriſtianity ; and which will be profitable to the church of 
God, when granted. | : 5 
2. We ſtand ready to hear what our friends of the 
church of England, will require of us, to anſwer thoſe 
kindneſſes which we defire of them, and hope we ſhall. 
deny them nothing which we may lawfully grant. 


— 
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2. Obj. That the alteration which we propoſe in the caſe f 
of baptiſm, amounts to a renunciation of their chriſtianity, 
and to begin anew to become chriſtians. e 
Anſ. The church of England does not only retain the 
fubſtance of what truth ſhe hath received concerning bap- 
tiſm, by altering to the better ; but will indeed then be 
conſiſtent with the truth of her own doctrine in the firſt 
paragraph of her twenty-ſeventh article, and her vulgar 
5 catechiſm, which ſhe hath rather made void hitherto. b7 
> „* the cuſtom of pædobaptiſm. . 
3 + 2. If we take the text, As. xix. 5. according to the 
expoſition of antients, and divers modern writers (as that 
is indeed the native and clear fenſe of the place) it will 
then be a good preſident to the church of England to alter 
the ſubject and manner of her baptiſm ; for here we ſee, 
theſe Epheſians being not rightly inſtructed concerning the 
grounds of baptiſm, when they were baptized unto John's 
baptiſm, are therefore baptized again, upon more perfect 
inſtruction; yet did they not renounce the leaſt part of 
chriſtianity, nor any truth which they had received con- 
eerning baptiſm ; but did rather perfect that imperfect bap- 
tiſm which they had received. And it is a juſt preſumption, 
that their firſt baptiſm was more valid than pædobaptiſm, 
fince infants know nothing at all, either what they do, 
or what is done to them, but oppoſe it what in them 
lieth, whereas theſe at Epheſus were difciples, ver. 1. ſuch 
as did know unto what they had been baptized, ver. 3. 
and yet are baptized again, becauſe not duly informed be- 
fore concerning the grounds of Chriſt's baptiſm ; and this 
is written for our learning, when our caſe is like theirs, 


| HE Reader may be confident, we are not without 
foreſight, that our hearty defire and endeavour for. 
truth and peace, will be little regarded by many ; ſome will 
cenſure us, others contemn us, and what we have here propoſed. 
But be it ſo, yet we alſo hope ſome will conſider what we 
; have offered; and may it but give ſome light to a better un- 
duerſtanding of the caſe depending, or move” any whoſe eir- 
cumſtances may render them more {OO fo promote 
truth and peace amongſt diſſenting chriſtians, we ſhall bs 
content to labour, and ſuffer reproach, becauſe we truſt in 
the living God. | 
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